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Why  the  Income  Tax 
Must  Be  Retained 


"When  it  costs  a  young  country,  with  a  small 
population  such  as  Canada's,  the  huge  sum  of  more 
than  $162,000,000  a  year  (more  than  45  per  cent, 
of  our  annual  expenditure)  for  the  last  war  alone, 
let  alone  previous  wars,  it  is  time  we  faced  this 
problem  in  earnest  and  endeavored  to  find  out  the 
real  causes  of  war  and  to  eliminate  them. 
With  the  huge  war  debt  and  the  slow  rate  at 
which  it  is  being  eliminated,  the  one  tax  which 
should  be  kept  on  is  the  income  tax.  Several  hon- 
orable members  have  said  the  war  was  paid  for  as 
it  proceeded.  It  was  to  this  extent,  that  the  cost  of 
the  war  eventually  found  its  way  into  the  pockets 
of  a  very  small  minority  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  That  wealth  should  be  taxed  today  to 
help  to  pay  for  the  war.  It  should  not  be  allowed 
to  be  passed  on  from  generation  to  generation, 
with  accrued  interest,  when  the  wealth  is  there  for 
us  to  tax." — H.  E.  Spencer,  M.P.,  in  the  Budget 
debate  at  Ottawa. 
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THE      U.  F.  A. 


March  23rd,  1927 


University  Week  for  Farm  Young 
People,  June  8th  to  14th  Inclusive 

Senior  Committee  on  Junior  Work  Requests  AH  Locals  to  Contribute  $5.00  to 

Junior  Conference  Fund 


Preparations  are  being  made  by  the 
Department  of  Extension  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alberta  for  the  Ninth  Annual 
Conference  for  Farm  Young  People.  The 
dates  for  the  Conference  this  year  are 
from  June  8fch  to  14th,  inclusive.  The 
program  begins  on  the  8th,  and  it  is 
therefore  necessary  that  delegates 
should  ai-rive  the  previous  day.  Any 
farm  young  person,  either  boy  or  girl, 
between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  twenty- 
five,  may  attend.  The  program  and  cost 
of  attendance  for  the  week  are  outlined 
in  a  pamphlet  which  has  been  sent  to  a'.i 
Locals. 

It  is  our  earnest  desire  to  make  it  pos- 
sible for  every  farm  boy  or  girl  who  is 
interested  to  take  advantage  of  this  valu- 
able experience  and  we  are  sure  the 
organization  as  a  whole  will  lend  its 
support.  With  the  co-operation  of  our 
Locals  we  hope  to  be  able  to  defray  the 
railway  fares  of  every  one  of  our  dele- 
gates. Surely  we  can  engage  in  no 
more  worthy  activity  than  that  of  fur- 
nishing our  young  people  with  an  ex- 
perience which  cannot  fail  to  give  them 
a  new  vision  of  life  and  service.  Any 
boy  or  girl  who  wishes  to  attend  at  his 
or  her  own  expense  can  do  so,  but  will 
not  have  voting  privileges  at  the  busi- 
ness session  unless  Conference  decides 
to  grant  this  privilege. 

PLAN  ADOPTED 
BY  EXECUTIVE 

Following  is  the  plan  adopted  by  the 
Central  Executive  to  assist  our  boys  and 
girls  to  attend  the  Conference: 

1.  Every  Local  is  requested  to  con- 
tribute at  least  $5.00  to  the  Junior  Con- 
ference Fund,  whether  it  is  sending  dele- 
gates or  not. 

2.  Every  Local  sending  delegates  will 
be  required  to  contribute  not  less  than 
$5  00  per  delegate. 

3.  If  the  Junior  Conference  Fund  is 
sufficient,  the  railway  fares  of  all  dele- 
gates will  be  paid  out  of  the  Fund.  If 
the  Fund  is  insufficient  to  pay  the  total 
railway  fare,  the  amount  subscribed  will 
foe  pro-rated  among  all  the  delegates. 

We  feel  sure  those  Locals  who  have  no 
young  people  within  the  age  limit 
(16-25)  will  foe  glad  of  the  opportunity 
to  share  in  this  investment  in  the  future 
of  rural  Alberta.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  vital  and  far-reaching  projects  our 
organization  has  undertaken. 

Send  in  to  Central  Office,  Lougheed 
Building,  Calgary,  all  contributions  and 
names  of  all  young  people  who  wish  to 
attend  the  Conference.  On  receipt  of 
your  contribution  we  will  forward  you 
credential  certificate,  which  must  be 
filled  in  and  given  by  the  delegate  to  the 
registrar  on  arrival  at  the  University. 
These  certificates  will  entitle  the  dele- 
gates to  their  rebate  on  railway  fare. 
At  the  same  time  write  the  University 
of  Alberta,  Edmonton,  giving  them  the 
names  of  your  delegates  on  the  form 
provided,  or  on  a  separate  sheet  of 
paper,  giving  the  information  required. 
It  will  be  noted  that  the  University  re- 
quests a  $1.00  registration  fee  which 
will  later  be  deducted  from  the  board. 

We  confidently  anticipate  an  early 
contribution  from  you,  accompanied  by 
the  names  of  your  delegates.   We  would 


also  ask  that  names  of  delegates  be 
registered  at  the  University  as  early  as 
possible.  The  University  does  not  feel 
justified  in  holding  the  Conference  un- 
less at  least  75  delegates  make  applica- 
tion. Therefore  it  is  important  that 
delegates'  names  should  be  sent  in  early, 
as  delay  interferes  with  the  completion 
of  plans  for  the  week  and  might  result 
in  its  cancellation. 

Yours  fraternally, 
SENIOR  COMMITTEE  ON  JUNIOR 
WORK, 

H.  E.  G.  H.  Scholefield. 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Gunn. 
Mrs.  Warr. 

Appeals  for  Support 

St.  Albert  Fund 

Glen  Storie  Urges  Whole  Membership  to 
Assist — Clean  Elections  the  Issue 


Editor,  "The  U.  F.  A.": 

Judging  from  the  reported  result  of 
the  St.  Albert  appeal  for  help  to  defray 
the  expense  of  the  election  protest,  as 
reported  through  "The  U.  F.  A.",  it  has 
not  been  responded  to  very  well  as  yet. 

Mr.  Normandeau  put  up  a  fight  for 
clean  election  campaigns,  and  although 
he  lost  on  the  appeal  I  think  he  was 
right  in  putting  up  a  fight,  and  I  think 
he  should  get  all  the  help  the  members 
of  the  U.  F.  A.  can  give  him  in  paying 
the  expense.  If  every  member  gives  a 
little  it  will  not  be  a  burden  on  anyone. 

Mr.  Normandeau  has  been  a  U.  F.  A. 
and  Pool  worker  for  a  long  time  and  is 
still  on  the  job.  He  has  organized  a  U. 
F.  A.  Local  at  Lamoureux  recently,  with 
16  paid-up  members,  and  is  taking  on 
some  organization  work  in  St.  Albert  dis- 
trict. Mr.  Normandeau  stood  for  a  U. 
F.  A.  nomination  in  Athabasca  in  1925 
and  lost  the  convention  by  one  vote.  He 
immediately  moved  a  motion  to  make  the 
convention  unanimous  in  favor  of  the 
leading  candidate,  and  got  out  and  work- 
ed for  his  election. 

In  the  Provincial  election  last  summer 
he  got  the  U.  F.  A.  nomination  in  St. 
Albert  and  carried  on  an  honest  cam- 
paign in  a  four-cornered  fight  but  did 
not  get  elected. 

And  he  is  still  working  for  the  U.F.A. 
and  according  to  his  own  words,  will 
continue  to  do  so. 

GLEN  STORIE. 

N.  Edmonton,  Alta. 


MR.  WOOD  AT  VANCOUVER 
(Edmonton  Journal) 

"We  are  both  Western  and  we  are 
neighbors,"  H.  W.  Wood  told  the  Van- 
couver Board  of  Trade  on  Tuesday,  and 
there  should  accordingly  be  no  antago- 
nism between  the  port  of  that  city  and 
the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  as  head  of 
which  he  was  speaking.  The  address 
was  in  his  best  vein  and  the  impression 
that  it  quite  evidently  made  will  foe  read- 
ily understood.  Not  only  did  he  state 
succinctly  the  Pool's  position  with  respect 
to  Vancouver  shipments,  but  the  objects 
and  policies  of  the  co-operative  market- 


ing organisation  were  defined  with  the 
greatest  clearness.  It  is  desirable  that 
there  should  foe  no  misunderstanding, 
either  at  the  coast  city  or  anywhere  else, 
with  regard  to  the  matters  that  were 
dealt  with,  and  the  utterance  must  prove 
an  enlightening  one  to  all  who  heard  it 
or  who  read  the  newspaper  accounts 
of  it. 

The  Pool  is  bound  to  consider  first  of 
all  the  interests  of  its  signatories  in  the 
handling  of  its  business.  But  it  wants 
to  see  the  port  of  Vancouver  develop 
and  there  should  foe,  as  Mtr.  Wood  de- 
clared, some  sentimentality  'behind  the 
relations  between  the  two.  If  mutual 
sympathy  were  manifest,  co-operation 
was  possible  that  would  be  profitable  to 
both,  and  efforts  on  the  part  of  either 
to  exploit  the  other  could  only  do  harm. 
The  contribution  that  the  Pool  has  al- 
ready made  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  port 
was  shown  to  be  a  large  one,  and  the 
reasons  why  the  shipments  during  the 
present  season  have  not  been  on  the 
scale  that  was  hoped  for  at  its  commence- 
ment were  set  forth  in  detail. 

The  crop  was  late,  ocean  rates  were 
high  and  British  millers  wanted  quick 
deliveries  and  were  willing  to  pay  a 
premium  on  these  through  Atlantic 
ports.  In  addition  there  was  a  falling 
off  of  the  trade  with  the  Orient.  All 
these  factors  operated  against  Vancou- 
ver in  recent  months,  but  an  improvement 
in  the  Western  traffic  is  now  apparent. 
To  date  more  than  half  of  the  wheat 
going  out  through  Vancouver  has  come 
from  the  Pool  and  between  60  and  70  per 
cent,  of  that  through  Vancouver  and 
Prince  Rupert  combined. 

The  farmers  of  this  Province  are  well 
aware  of  the  advantages  of  the  Western 
route.  They  have  from  the  first  been 
anxious  that  everything  possible  should 
be  done  to  develop  it.  In  common  with 
all  other  Alfbertans  they  recognize  how 
much  our  Provincial  future  is  bound  up 
with  the  growth  in  the  traffic  through 
Pacific  ports.  Because  temporary  con- 
ditions have  interfered  with  it,  there  is 
no  occasion  for  accusing  them  of  indif- 
ference to  the  welfare  of  the  route.  Mr. 
Wood's  address  should  put  an  end  to 
any  feeling  that  this  exists. 

His  presentation  of  the  case  for  co- 
operative wheat  marketing  was  a  very 
strong  one  and  must  win  new  sympathy 
for  the  enterprise,  the  expansion  of 
which  he  outlined  along  with  the  bene- 
fits that  the  participants  had  derived 
from  it.  Especial  attention  is  due  his 
statement  that  the  Pool  has  no  fight  to 
make  against  the  Grain  Trade,  except  so 
far  as  this  is  necessary  in  self-defence. 
From  the  start  the  Alberta  Pool  officials 
had,  he  pointed  out,  recognized  the  prop- 
erty rights  of  those  who  had  made  in- 
vestments under  the  existing  system 
and  it  was  always  their  desire  to  work 
out  readjustments  with  as  little  injury 
as  possible,  to  all  concerned. 


ST.  ALBERT  APPEAL  FUND 

Previously  acknowledged  $42.50 

March  10th — Louise  Lake  U. 

F.  A.  521   1.50 

March  15th— Glen  Storie,  N. 

Edmonton   2.00 

March  18th— Sunset  Valley 

U.  F.  A.  963    5.00 

March  23rd— Crerar  U.  F.  A. 

921   5.00 


$56.00 
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EDITORIAL 


THE  ALBERTA  BUDGET 

An  estimated  surplus  for  the  new  financial  year,  the 
paring  down  of  new  capital  expenditure  to  a  figure  substan- 
tially below  the  total  for  the  preceding  year,  and  plans  for 
continued  economy  in  the  various  departments  are  revealed 
in  the  budget  statement  presented  in  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly last  week  by  Hon.  R.  G.  Reid,  Provincial  Treasurer. 

The  siatemeni  also  shows  that  the  reduction  in  the  yield 
of  supplementary  revenue  taxation,  owing  to  the  new  equal- 
ized assessment,  exceeds  the  amount  of  the  additional  revenue 
to  be  raised  from  the  increased  and  new  taxation.  Almost, 
all  if  not  every  one  of  the  daily  papers,  in  editorial  comment 
upon  the  budget,  have  failed  to  dwell  upon  this  important  fact. 
But  with  this  fact  omitted  an  erroneous  impression  is  con- 
veyed to  newspaper  readers,  of  the  actual  significance  of  the 
budget  statement. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  figures  shows  that  in  spite 
of  present  handicaps,  real  progress  is  being  made  towards 
the  solution  of  the  difficult  financial  problems  with  which 
Alberta  has  'been  saddled  since  the  years  when  lavish  expen- 
diture and  the  reckless  piling  up  of  new  capital  indebtedness 
were  the  fashion. 

Of  the  increased  expenditures  of  $580,540.31  for  the  cal- 
endar year  of  1927,  public  debt,  which  is  uncontrollable,  ac- 
counts for  no  less  than  $413,342.21.  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
that  with  controllable  expenditures  reduced  to  a  minimum, 
uncontrollable  expenditure  remains  a  formidable  item. 

Mr.  Reid  pointed  out  that  whereas  Saskatchewan,  with  a 
total  bonded  debt  of  $57,104,641,  has  made  appropriations  for 
sinking  fund  of  only  $371,109  for  the  years  1922  to  1926  in- 
clusive, Alberta,  with  a  total  debt  of  $86,894,665,  has  placed 
in  the  sinking  fund  a  total  of  $1,891,829.  It  is  obvious  that 
in  setting  aside  very  substantial  sums  each  year,  to  the  build- 
ing up  of  the  sinking  fund,  Alberta  is  following  the  sounder 
policy. 

Captain  Shaw,  whose  amendment  to  the  budget  won  the 
support  of  only  three  Liberal  members  besides  himself,  and 
of' no  other  member  of  the  Assembly,  discussed  in  an  elab- 
orate way  the  figures  presented  by  the  Provincial  Treasurer, 
and  called  attention  to  certain  important  and  very  obvious 
figures.  But  the  critic  who  has  no  suggestions  to  offer  for 
the  reduction  of  the  expenditure  which  he  demands,  and  has 
no  alternative  taxation  proposals,  cannot  'be  taken  very 
seriously.  In  the  absence  of  constructive  suggestions,  Cap- 
tain Shaw's  amendment  was  an  empty  gesture.  As  the  Ed- 
monton Journal,  a  newspaper  politically  opposed  to  the  U. 
F.  A.,  rightly  declared  in  commenting  on  his  speech:   "It  was 


largely  an  indictment  of  the  Liberal  regime  that  the  Liberal 
leader  presented." 

*       *  * 

The  Cantonese  armies  are  not  fighting  fairly.  Instead  of 
concentrating  their  energies  exclusively  on  the  destruction 
of  the  enemy  forces,  they  are  trying,  with  considerable  suc- 
cess, to  use  reason  and  propaganda  to-  convert  their  oppon- 
ents to  the  cause  of  Nationalism  and  a  united  China.  Thus 
they  are  reducing  the  casualties  on  both  sides  to  a  minimum. 
This  is  obviously  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare. 

*  #  * 

In  her  address  before  the  Annual  Convention,  Miss  Mac- 
phail  stated  that  the  Russians,  at  the  time  of  the  revolution, 
made  bonfires  of  the  old  text  books  which  taught  submission 
to  the  Czarist  tyranny.  She  went  on  to  say  that  in  Alberta 
we  could  bring  about  any  necessary  reforms  in  'our  educa- 
tional system  without  such  drastic  methods,  because  there  is 
here  a  Government  which  desires  to  serve  the  people.  Yet 
some  of  the  daily  papers  of  this  Province  immediately 
launched  an  editorial  attack  upon  Miss  Macphail,  because, 
they  said,  she  had  proposed  to  make  a  bonfire  of  all  the 
Alberta  school  text-books.  These  attacks,  based  upon  a  com- 
pletely false  construction  of  her  remarks,  were  not  very  cred- 
itable to  the  papers  which  published  them.  We  refer  our 
readers  to  the  summary  of  Miss  MacphaiPs  address,  based 
on  the  stenographic  record,  published  in  our  current  issue. 

*  *  * 

"When  war  comes,  truth  is  the  first  casualty",  said  Rt. 
Hon.  Arthur  Ponsonby,  a  former  British  Foreign  Minister, 
m  a  speech  to  which  we  recently  referred.  There  is,  offi- 
cially, no  state  of  war  between  the  foreign  powers  and  China, 
and  cautious  Western  statesmen  earnestly  desire  to  prevent 
sUch  a  calamity.  Yet  truth  in  some  instances  has  already 
suffered  serious  violence. 

For  instance,  some  weeks  ago  it  was  reported  that  two 
Roman  Catholic  missionaries  had  been  stabbed  and  in  other 
ways  maltreated  by  Chinese  at  Hanyang.  The  priests  them- 
selves afterwards  issued  a  signed  denial,  pointing  out  that 
the  reports  did  not  come  from  them,  and  that  "our  clothes 
and  boots  were  not  taken  off,  neither  were  we  stabbed,  nor 
were  we  tied  to  poles  nor  to  a  tree",  as  had  been  stated. 

In  times  of  crisis  it  is  wise  to  treat  reports  of  atrocities 
with  caution. 

*  »  * 

SIR  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN'S  DIFFICULTIES 

It  is  reported  that  the  same  group  of  members  of 
the  British  cabinet  who  have  been  pressing  a  reluctant 
Foreign  Secretary  to  take  active  military  measures  against 
the  Chinese  Nationalists,  are  equally  desirous  of  a  breach 
with  Russia.  We  do  not  think  there  can  be  any  doubt 
that  the  recent  note  threatening  to  break  off  diplomatic 
relations  with  Russia  was  the  result  of  pressure  upon  Sir 
Austen  Chamberlain,  who,  like  Premier  Baldwin,  is  less  bel- 
ligerent than  some  other  members  of  the  Cabinet. 

An  agitation  for  a  breach  was  launched  some  time  ago  by 
Leslie  Urquhart,  a  British  citizen  of  great  wealth  and  influ- 
ence who  before  the  Russian  revolution  controlled  large  min- 
eral concessions  in  the  Russian  empire.  Mr.  Urquhart  entered 
into  negotiations  with  the  revolutionary  Government  a  few 
years  ago,  with  a  view  to  resuming  the  control  of  these  con- 
cessions under  certain  restrictions.  For  a  time  it  appeared 
probable  that  the  negotiations  would  succeed.  During  that 
period  Urquhart  was  pro-Russian,  eager  to  see  full  trade  re- 
lations established.  But  the  negotiations  broke  down,  and  Mr. 
(Continued  on  page  7) 
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Budget  Debate  Opens  in  Alberta  Legislative 
Assembly— Shaw  Amendment  Defeated 

Only  Four  Votes  Cast  in  Favor  of  Liberal  Leader's  Amendment  —  Weaver  Refuses  to  Be  Associated  With 

Demand  for  Taxation  Reduction  Under  Present  Conditions 


Noxious  Weed  Act 
Changes  Accepted 
by  the  Legislature 

Clause  Objected  to  Is  Redrafted  by  Min- 
ister— Amendments  to  Insurance  Act 


MONDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  14.  —  Monday 
afternoon  was  very  quiet  in  the  Legis- 
lature, hills  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  occupying  the  entire  day. 

A  bill  to  consolidate  the  Wills  Act  was 
reported  out  of  committee.  A  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Hebrew  School  at  Calgary 
was  also  passed  through  committee,  with 
the  clauses  giving  tax  exemption  to  the 
school  being  struck  out.  The  City  can 
grant  such  concessions  if  it  so  chooses 
under  the  city  charter. 

A  bill  dealing  with  the  assignment  of 
book  debts,  providing  for  new  machinery 
with  regard  to  such  assignments  to  re- 
place the  provisions  for  this  purpose  at 
present  in  the  Bills  of  Sale  Act,  was  also 
put  through  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

AMENDMENT  OF 
IRRIGATION  ACT 

The  bill  to  amend  the  Irrigation  Act 
was  dealt  with.  Discussion  arose  out  of 
the  clauses  dealing  with  the  claim  of  anv 
person  for  damages  on  account  of  land 
being  injured  by  the  seepage  or  overflow 
of  water.  This  clause  provides  that  the 
claimant  shall  first  take  the  matter  up 
with  the  local  board,  and  it  shall  then  be 
referred  to  the  Council;  failing  an  agree- 
ment the  claim  shall  be  forwarded  to 
the  [Board  of  Public  Utilities  for  decision, 
and  that  board  is  vested  with  power  to 
decide  what  action  shall  be  taken.  L.  A. 
Giroux,  Grouard,  backed  by  Col.  Wea- 
ver, Edmonton,  took  the  stand  that  there 
should  be  provision  made  for  the  right 
of  appeal  by  the  claimant  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Public  Utilities  Board. 
After  some  discussion  it  was  decided  to 
hold  the  clauses  in  abeyance  until  D.  M. 
Duggan's  bill  dealing  with  the  Public 
Utilities  Board  has  been  dealt  with  by 
the  Assembly. 
NOXIOUS  WEEDS  ACT 
AGAIN  DISCUSSED 

The  Noxious  Weeds  Act  as  recon- 
structed since  Friday  last  was  the  sub- 
ject of  another  debate.  The  offending 
clause  putting  perennial  sow  thistle,  Can- 
ada thistle  and  blue  lettuce  in  Class  A. 
had  been  redrafted  and  only  perennial 
sow  thistle  was  included  in  the  new 
clause.  W.  G.  Farquharson,  Ribstone 
(U.  F.  A.),  moved  that  Canada  thistle 
be  also  included.  W.  H.  Shield,  Mac- 
leod  (U.  F.  A.),  offered  determined  op- 
position to  this,  and  thought  that  if  the 
Department  would  concentrate  on  peren- 
nial thistle  for  this  year  that  would  be 
sufficient.  The  Department  would  find 
it  impossible,  he  thought,  to  handle  all 
the  appeals  which  would  arise  this  year 
from  the  enforcement.  He  thought,  also, 


Staff  Correspondence 


While  much,  progress  was  made 
in  the  advancement  of  the  ses- 
sional program  of  legislation,  the 
principal  event  of  the  past  week  in 
the  Assembly  was  the  presentation 
of  the  budget,  on  March  15th,  by 
Hon.  R.  G.  Reid,  Provincial  Treas- 
urer. Captain  J.  T.  Shaw  followed 
the  Provincial  Treasurer,  and 
moved  an  amendment  which  was 
defeated  by  a  vote  of  44  to  4. 
U.  F.  A.,  Labor  and  Conservative 
members  who  participated  in  the 
debate  offered  vigorous  criticism  of 
the  Shaw  amendment.  Hon.  George 
Hoadley  spoke  on  Friday,  and  the 
debate  will  be  continued  during  the 
present  week. 


that  elimination  of  weeds,  rather  than 
just  the  destruction  of  them  was  what 
should  be  aimed  at,  and  that  was  not 
possible  through  the  application  of  law. 
It  had  been  his  experience  that  when 
farmers  secured  good  economic  returns 
from  their  crops,  their  farming  methods 
improved,  with  the  result  that  the  weed 
problem  depended  more  for  its  solution 
on  improved  farming  conditions  rather 
than  the  arbitrary  destruction  of  grow- 
ing crops  entailing  heavy  loss  to  the 
individual. 

M.  J.  Connor,  Warner  (U.  F.  A.), 
thought  it  possible  to  eradicate  Canada 
sow  thistle  in  one  iseason,  as  in  his 
district  it  grew  in  isolated  patches.  It 
would  be  necessary  in  extreme  cases  only 
to  destroy  small  portions  of  infested 
fields. 

Pete  Enzenauer,  Victoria  (U.  F.  A.), 
said  it  was  presumptuous  for  the  Legis- 
lature to  lay  down  farming  methods  for 
a  group  of  people  who  did  the  farming. 
Good  farming  depended  on  the  individ- 
ual, and  he  also  believed  that  the  ebb 
and  flow  of  economic  conditions  deter- 
mined whether  farming  would  be  good, 
bad  or  indifferent. 

NEW  CLAUSES 
OF  ACT 

After  the  Minister,  Mr.  Hoadley,  had 
made  further  explanations,  it  was  decid- 
ed' to  let  the  new  clauses  remain  as  re- 
drafted, no  amendments  being  agreed 
to.  The  new  clause  covering  the  de- 
struction of  Class  A  weeds  provides  that 
no  inspector  shall  give  an  order  for  the 
destruction  of  a  weed  infested  crop 
until  he  has  notified  the  field  crops 
connmissioner  and  secured  his  consent, 
and  in  the  case  of  an  inspector  appointed 
by  a  municipality,  no  destruction  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  reeve  of  the 
municipality,  will  be  permitted. 

TRANSFER  PROFITS 
TO  GENERAL  REVENUE 

Two  bills  dealing  with  the  transfer  of 
profits  in  two  branches  of  service,  were 
also  passed  through  committee.  The 
first  was  a  proposal  to  transfer  on  a 
certain  date  the  profits  accruing  from 
the  sale  of  textbooks    to    the  general 


revenue.  Perren  Baker,  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, explained  that  at  the  end  of  De- 
cember, 1925,  there  was  a  surplus  of 
$7,872.21;  and  at  the  end  of  1926  there 
was  a  sum  of  $5,213.31.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Gibbs'  question  as  to  whether  this  sur- 
plus was  the  result  of  having  spent  less 
than  the  appropriation  or  whether  this 
sum  was  actual  profit,  the  Minister 
stated  that  it  was  the  latter,  and  stated 
further  that  the  cost  to  school  districts 
would  be  lessened  and  this  sum  would 
be  rather  less  in  future. 

The  second  of  the  two  bills  was  to  per- 
form the  same  function  as  the  first  with 
regard  to  accumulations  in  the  King's 
Printers'  Department.  These  amounted 
to  around  $22,195. 

The  Highways  Amendment  Bill  to 
regulate  and  license  billboards  within  a 
certain  distance  of  public  highways  was 
also  dealt  with.  At  the  evening  session 
discussion  of  the  Coroners  Act  was  con- 
tinued in  committee,  and  the  Alberta 
Insurance  Act  amendments  took  some 
time  of  the  Assembly. 

INSURANCE  ACT 
AMENDMENTS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Insurance  Act  amendments  pro- 
vide, among  other  things  that  the  auth- 
ority of  the  Superintendent  to  inspect  the 
books  of  an  insurer  is  extended,  to  the 
inspection  of  the  books  of  an  agent; 
that  a  fraternal  society  need  not  keep 
a  deposit  except  when  required  by  the 
Minister. 

A  clause  is  drafted  with  a  view  to 
eliminating  the  tendency  to  over-insure, 
and  to  provide  penalties  where  over- 
insurance  has  knowingly  been  effected, 
either  by  an  agent  or  by  an  insured 
person. 

The  amendments  further  provide  for 
the  return  of  excess  premium  paid  when 
the  loss  is  less  than  the  total  face  values 
of  existing  contracts. 

In  the  case  of  life  insurance,  accident 
and  sickness  insurance,  and  automobile 
insurance,  applications  for  insurance 
must  be  obtained.  This  amendment  ex- 
tends this  provision  to  fire  insurance. 

Finance  or  acceptance  corporations, 
automobile  dealers  and  insurance  agents 
are  prohibited  from  signing  applications 
for  insurance  on  behalf  of  the  applicant. 

The  amendment  of  an  insurance  con- 
tract of  automobiles  when  other  auto- 
mobiles are  to  be  covered  by  the  insur- 
ance is  provided  for. 

Insurers  (hail  insurance)  shall  file 
with  the  Superintendent,  the  rates 
of  premium  to  be  charged  in  each  town- 
ship; and  when  a  rate  has  been  re- 
duced, the  reduced  rate  shall  be  appli- 
cable to  all  other  contracts  and  the  in- 
surer shall  return  the  excess  over  the 
lower  rate. 

Other  sections  provide  that  the  en- 
dorsement upon  the  policy  (hail  insur- 
ance) of  the  material  parts  of  the  ap- 
plication, rather  than  the  whole  of  it; 
for  the  payment  of  a  license  fee  by 
applicants  for  a  reciprocal  exchange 
license;  that  a  member  of  a  duly  license] 
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fraternal  society  may,  without  a  license, 
solicit  members  of  the  society  to  insure 
with  the  society;  for  an  investigation  by 
the  Superintendent  of  charges  of  discrim- 
ination in  favor  of  a  particular  agent, 
and  that  when  such  discrimination  is 
established,  every  agent  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  commission  as  that  paid  to 
the  agent  in  favor  of  whom  discrimina- 
tion was  made; 

Under  the  existing  law,  special  bro- 
kerage licenses  expire  one  year  after  the 
date  of  issue.  The  amendment  provides 
that  all  licenses  shall  expire  on  the  same 
day,  namely,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December. 

The  Dairymen's  Act  amendments  were 
discussed  for  some  time,  but  the  bill  was 
held  over  for  recommittal  to  one  of  the 
standing  committees. 

— —  o  

Bill  for  Regulation 
of  Public  Vehicles 
Is  Under  Debate 

New  Minister  of  Public  Works  Force- 
fully Defends  Proposed  Regulations 
Against  Liberal  and  Conserva- 
tive Criticism 


TUESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  15.— 0.  L.  Mc- 
pherson, Minister  of  Public  Works,  re- 
ceived his  first  real  baptism  of  fire  as 
a  Minister  when  his  bill  to  regulate  and 
license  public  vehicles  and  highways 
came  into  the  committee  of  the  whole 
today.  When  a  sub-section  of  Clause  4, 
which  provides  that  the  Government  may 
from  time  to  time  "grant  by  permit  to 
one  or  more  persons  the  exclusive  right 
to  operate  a  public  vehicle  upon  any  high- 
way or  highways  Which  may  be  by  him 
specified  and  described,  and  fix  the  fee 
to  be  paid  for  every  such  permit,"  a  storm 
of  protest  was  raised  by  members  in  all 
sides  of  the  House  against  the  term 
"exclusive." 

DECLARES  CLAUSE 
IS  DISCRIMINATORY 

Leader  McGillivray  set  the  argument 
in  motion  by  stating  that  the  principle 
was  one  to  which  the  Assembly  should 
not  give  ready  acquiesence,  as  by  doing 
so  they  would  be  once  more  entering  on 
a  class  of  legislation  which  was  discrim- 
inatory. He  contended  that  all  the 
people  who  were  paying  taxes  for  the 
various  functions  of  government  were 
entitled  to  equal  rights  on  the  highways, 
and  that  all  the  Minister  should  be  em- 
powered to  do  should  be  to  exercise  con- 
trol of  public  vehicles  in  such  a  way  as 
to  safeguard  the  public  as  to  service, 
equipment  and  rates. 

George  Webster,  Calgary  (Liberal), 
concurred.  He  agreed  that  the  Minister 
should  have  full  power  to  control  speed, 
weight  and  the  number  of  passengers, 
but  he  thought  that  the  right  to  grant 
exclusive  permits  was  too  much  powei 
to  be  vested  in  a  Minister.  He  wanted 
it  given  only  to  the  Legislature. 

MINISTER 

ANSWERS  CRITICISMS 

After  a  number  of  others  had  taken 
a  hand  in  the  debate,  the  Minister  an- 
swered the  arguments  advanced  by  the 
different  speakers.  He  used  Mr.  McGilli- 
vray's  contention  that  the  Minister 
should  have  power  to  control  and  regu- 
late in  the  public  interest  the  class  of 
vehicles  referred  to  by  the  bill.    He  ex- 


plained that  the  ordinary  taxi,  hired 
exclusively  for  one  passenger  or  one 
party  of  passengers,  did  not  come  with- 
in the  scope  of  the  bill,  but  only  vehicles 
which  carried  passengers  from  place  to 
place  as  a  public  carrier. 

The  argument  for  equal  rights  advanc- 
ed by  Mr.  McGillivray  was  the  real 
reason  for  the  introduction  of  the  bill, 
but  the  people  who  used  services  of 
such  nature  were  the  people  to  have 
equal  rights  secured  to  them.  Cases 
would  arise  when  it  would  be  in  the  pub- 
lic interest  to  restrict  the  number  of 
vehicles  on  certain  public  highways  to 
just  the  number  necessary  to  insure  good 
and  continuous  service,  safe  equipment 
and  fair  rates.  The  latter  would  be  de- 
termined from  time  to  time  by  the 
Public  Utilities  Board.  Accepting  Mr. 
Webster's  criticism  of  the  power  of  the 
Minister  in  the  spirit  of  fairness,  he 
showed  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
the  Legislature  to  administer  this  act. 

PRINCIPLE  NOT 
A  NEW  ONE 

The  principle  of  the  exclusive  permit 
was  not  new.  Ontario,  after  changing 
their  law  many  times  to  suit  and  better 
conditions,  had  finally  come  to  include 
powers  fully  as  wide  as  the  Alberta  act. 
He  read  from  their  act,  quoting  the 
words  "special,  exclusive  or  limited"  to 
show  that  it  went  farther  than  the  Al- 
berta act  in  the  use  of  the  exclusive 
feature.  In  Quebec  and  Nova  Scotia  and 
in  many  of  the  States  where  traffic  of 
this  nature  existed  it  had  been  found 
necessary  to  have  powers  of  this  kind 
to  protect  the  public.  He  instanced  cases 
which  might  arise  on  routes  where  the 
traffic  would  just  be  sufficient  for  one 
vehicle.  Should  such  a  case  arise,  and 
there  were  no  powers  such  as  that  asked 
for,  if  a  person  or  company  decided  to 
put  in  a  continuous  service  between  points 
on  that  route  and  after  having  provid- 
ed equipment,  at  the  peak  season  of  the 
year  other  vehicles  Should  enter  into  com- 
petition, afterwards  withdrawing  when 
the  pressure  lifted,  an  injustice  would 
be  done  the  public  as  well  as  the  party 
endeavoring  to  provide  efficient  continu- 
ous service.  The  rates  could  not  be  boost- 
ed, because  the  Board  of  Public  Utilities 
would  regulate  them  from  time  to  time, 
and  a  further  consideration  would  be 
that  they  could  not  be  stressed  much  be- 
yond those  obtainable  on  railways.  What 
the  Province  wanted  to  do  was  to  see 
that  such  vehicles  were  properly  controll- 
ed, that  they  paid  a  fair  share  of  the 
expenditures  on  roads,  that  they  furnish- 
ed a  safe  and  efficient  standard  of 
equipment,  and  that  rates  were  maintain- 
ed on  a  fair  level.  This  could  not  be  done 
without  the  power  to  restrain  at  times 
the  number  of  vehicles  pemiitted  to 
operate  on  certain  highways.  Inadequate 
cheap  equipment  should  not  be  allowed  to 
interfere  with  good  continuous  service 
at  peak  times,  as  that  would  make  it 
hard  for  any  operator  desiring  to  give 
steady  efficient  and  safe  service  to 
function. 

Mr.  McPherson  was  surprised  that  the 
member  from  Calgary,  after  criticising 
the  word  "exclusive"  should  go  on  to 
argue  that  the  Minister  should  be  grant- 
ed powers  to  "refuse"  a  permit  or  "re- 
voke" one.  That  was  exactly  the  power 
they  were  trying  to  obtain. 

RECALLS  DAYS  OF 
GEORGE  STEPHENSON 

W.  H.  Shield,  Macleod  (U.  F.  A.),  rais- 
ed a  smile  when  he  said  that  the  actions 
of  the  members  that  day  reminded  him 


of  the  time  when  George  Stephenson  had 
presented  the  case  for  the  steam  railway 
before  the  British  House  of  Commons. 
The  principle  of  this  bill  dealt  with  a 
type  of  transportation  which  was  in  its 
initial  stage,  and  the  arguments  of  mem- 
bers reminded  him  forcibly  of  those  used 
on  that  historic  occasion.  Probably  in 
days  to  come  these  arguments  of  oppon- 
ents would  appear  to  be  as  absurd  as 
were  those  of  the  former  day.  In  regu- 
lating this  type  of  service  he  thought 
they  should  be  guided  by  the  experience 
of  those  Provinces  and  States  which  had 
made  a  beginning  in  this  traffic.  The 
public  had  to  provide  the  roadbed,  and 
the  Minister  as  the  administrator  of  pub- 
lic business,  should  be  granted  the  power 
asked  for  in  the  bill. 

Messrs.  ©haw,  Christophers  and  Web- 
ster stoutly  maintained  opposition  to  the 
clause,  while  Lymburn,  Brownlee,  Gibbs 
and  White,  the  latter  with  reservations, 
spoke  in  favor.  The  debate  was  of  a  high 
type,  and  the  Assembly  finally  disposed 
of  it  by  supporting  the  clauses  of  the 
bill  without  amendment.  A  number  of 
other  bills  were  dealt  with  in  committee, 
none  being  of  a  contentious  nature. 
 o  

Towns  and  Village 
Acts  Discussed  by 
the  Legislature 

Labor  Amendment  to  Remove  Discrimi- 
nation Against  Papers  Not  Published 
in  Canada  Is  Carried  in  Committee 


WEDNESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  16.— Six  o'clock 
rule  was  waived  on  Wednesday  in  order 
to  advance  routine  business,  and  the 
legislators  worked  hard  to  grind  out  two 
measures  of  importance,  the  Village  Act 
and  the  Towns  Act.  Prior  to  going  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  on  Mr.  Bou- 
dreau's  motion  of  confidence  in  R.  A. 
Smith,  late  Deputy-  Attorney  General, 
being  called,  Speaker  Johnston  ruled  the 
motion  out  of  order  on  the  ground  that 
no  motion  was  debatable  when  the  prin- 
cipal or  principals  were  concerned  in 
litigation,  and  as  a  certain  case  in  which 
the  principal  was  concerned  was  sub 
judice,  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 

Joseph  T.  Shaw,  Bow  Valley  (Liberal), 
proceeded  to  debate  the  Speaker's  ruling, 
but  was  informed  that  no  debate  was 
permissible  on  a  Speaker's  ruling,  but 
that  he  could  appeal  to  the  Assembly 
from  that  ruling.  Mr.  Shaw  declined  to 
take  that  course. 

The  Village  Act  was  then  dealt  with 
in  committee  of  the  whole.  The  first 
contested  clause  was  one  granting  tax 
exemption  to  religious  organizations  for 
church  purposes  covering  one-half  acie. 
Mr.  Giroux  considered  that  it  should  be 
changed  to  one  acre.  The  Minister  agreed 
to  take  it  into  consideration. 

Before  passing  any  bylaw  under  this 
new  act  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  the 
matter  up  with  the  Public  Utilities 
Board. 

REMOVE  DISCRIMINATION 
FROM  THE  BILL 

During  consideration  of  the  Town  Act, 
there  was  some  discussion  on  the  por- 
tion bearing  on  the  interpretation  of 
the  word  "hawker."  This  would  not  in- 
clude, among  other  things,  anyone  sell- 
ing newspapers  or  periodicals  published 
(Continued  on  page  17) 
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Education  as  the  Basis  of  the  New  Social  Life 

A  Report  of  the  Address  of  Miss  Agnes  Macphail,  M.  P.,  at  the  U.  F.  A.  Annual  Convention 


Immediate  action  to  introduce  the 
teaching  of  the  philosophy  and  practice 
of  co-operation  in  the  schools  was  advo- 
cated by  Miss  Agnes  Macphail,  M.P.,  in 
the  course  of  an  address  before  the  last 
Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  F.  A. 

Miss  Macphail  also  proposed  the  set- 
ting up  of  an  enquiry  into  the  best  mod- 
ern methods  in  education  as  practiced  in 
various  other  countries,  and  the  modifi- 
cation of  our  own  educational  system  in 
the  light  of  the  information  obtained. 
While  she  realized  that  in  respect  to 
many  questions,  the  appointment  of  com- 
missions might  be  overdone,  she  pointed 
out  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
whole  Government  to  go  to  Denmark 
and  England  and  the  United  States  and 
Russia.  An  inquiry  could  be  carried  on 
most  efficiently  by  a  body  of  about 
three  persons.  "When  that  commission 
comes  back,"  she  said,  "do  what  is  so 
seldom  done  with  a  commission's  report 
— act  on  it." 

RECEIVES  ENTHUSIASTIC 
WELCOME 

Miss  MacphaiPs  address  was  one  of  the 
outstanding  features  of  the  Convention. 
In  view  of  her  courageous  and  devoted 
services  to  the  farm  people,  and  to  the 
masses  of  the  people  of  Canada  of  ail 
classes,  she  was  assured  in  advance  of  a 
good  reception  from  the  delegates.  Her 
originality,  ability,  and  her  unmistakable 
sincerity  in  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  people  on  the  farms  won  an  immedi- 
ate and  enthusiastic  response  from  the 
Convention.  The  fact  that  she  was  at' 
tacked  in  a  series  of  editorials  based 
upon  a  completely  false  version  of  a 
portion  of  her  speech,  in  at  least  one  of 
the  daily  papers  of  the  Province,  has 
served  to  increase  the  interest  of  the 
farm  people  in  the  policies  which  she 
actually  advocated.  The  Convention 
directed  that  a  copy  of  Miss  Macphail's 
address  should  be  printed  for  distribution, 
and  this,  when  available,  will  provide  an 
adequate  answer  to  press  misrepresenta- 
tions. 

Miss  Macphail  was  introduced  by  E.  J. 
Garland,  M.  P.,  the  chairman  of  the  even- 
ing, as  "The  Little  Sister  of  the  U.F.A. 
group  at  Ottawa." 

THE  FULFILLMENT 
OF  A  DREAM 

"It  is  to  me  the  fulfillment  of  a 
dream  to  be  here  tonight,"  she  said. 
"I  have  wanted  for  a  long  time  to  visit 
the  U.  F.  A.  Convention,  for  Alberta  is 
the  spearhead  of  the  United  Farmers' 
movement.  You  know  in  olden  times 
the  wise  men  came  from  the  East,  but 
now  the  wise  men  come  from  the  West. 
Alberta  has  become  very  dear  to  me 
because  of  the  kind  of  men  you  send 
to  form  the  U.  F.  A.  group  at  Ottawa. 
I  am  sure  you  won't  mind  my  saying 
I  am  very  fond  of  them.  They  are  not 
all  the  same,  but  all  of  them  treated 
me  well. 

"Alberta  leads  the  way.  Alberta  first 
discovered  the  organization  of  the  in- 
dustrial group — education  through  the 
industrial  group,  economic  advancement 
through  co-operation  and  the  safeguard- 
ing of  agricultural  interests  through 
the  economic  group  groin  a-  to  Parliament 
and  the  different  Legislatures.    It  is 


true  that  small  groups  in  other  Provin- 
ces were  thinking  the  same  thoughts 
at  about  the  same  time,  but  not  in 
bodies  large    enough    to  make  them 

effective  

"The  hope  of  the  agriculturists  of 
Canada  rests  in  what  you  people  in 
Alberta  will  do,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
of  what  you  will  do.  You  are  a  pure- 
ly agricultural  Province.  The  construc- 
tion of  a  new  social  order  has  a  better 
chance  of  being  worked  out  by  agri- 
culturists than  by  any  other  group  in 
Canada.    The  industrial  workers  are  all 

scattered  and  not  so  free,  and  so 

I  think  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
the  future  of  Canada,  the  building  of  a 
better  Canada,  rests  almost,  though 
not  quite  wholly,  in  the  bands  of  the 
agriculturists  of  the  Dominion." 

LESS  TROUBLE  "IF  FARMERS 
STAYED  AT  HOME" 

Briefly  alluding  to  the  work  which 
can  be  accomplished  in  the  legislative 
field,  Miss  Macphail  quoted  the  remark 
of  one  of  the  party  members  of  the  House 
at  Ottawa,  who  during  a  discussion  of 
the  immigration  problem  declared  that 
"there  would  not  be  all  this  trouble 
if  these  farmers  would  stay  at  home 
Where  they  belong."  She  then  passed 
on  to  deal  with  the  main  subject  of 
her  address — the  possibilities  of  reform 
through  education.  In  the  farm  organ- 
ization in  Ontario  the  best  educational 
work  was  being  done  through  the  wo- 
men's and  young  people's  organizations. 

"It  is  not  right,"  the  speaker  con- 
tinued, "that  this  education  which  we 
so  much  need  to  better  our  industry — 
to  give  it  the  place  in  the  national  life 
that  it  should  have — should  come  from 
our  own  organization  alone.  You  know 
that  the  schools  can  change  the  thought 
of  any  country  in  one  generation.  We 
all  know  how  peaceful  Germany  was 
made  warlike  through  the  influence  of 
the  schools  of  Bismarck;  how  back- 
ward Denmark  was  transformed  by  the 
new  spirit  of  the  schools." 

EDUCATION  DIVORCED 
FROM  LIFE 

Miss  Macphail  went  on  to  say  that 
as  she  had  taught  school  in  Alberta 
for  six  months,  she  knew  something 
about  our  educational  system,  and  she 
had  taught  in  Ontario  for  seven  years. 
She  believed  that  the  present  system 
was  deficient  in  that  it  was  to  a  large 
extent  divorced  from  life.  The  child 
was  taught  to  absorb  facts  Which  were 
possibly  not  essential  to  life. 

"I  do  think,"  added  the  speaker, 
"that  education  should  prepare  a  child 
to  understand  its  environment  and  to 
know  how  to  improve  that  environment, 
and  I  think  that  our  public  school  edu- 
cational systems  do  not  do  that  at  all. 

"Does  our  public  school  system  to- 
day develop  initiative  on  the  part  of 
the  pupils?  Does  it  make  your  child 
a  better  thinker  than  he  was  before 
he  went  to  school?  Does  it  lead  him 
out  and  make  him  a  better  worker  in 
groups  ?  Does  it  inspire  him  to  serve 
humanity?  You  know  the  answer.  It 
does  not.  I  don't  think  we  have  any- 
thing in  Canada  so  infected  with  dry 
rot  as  the  educational  system  of  the 


nine  Provinces."  Through  her  contact 
with  various  international  organiza- 
tions— one  of  them  an  international 
bureau  of  education  at  Geneva — she 
knew  that  the  problem  of  creating  a 
satisfactory  educational  system  was 
not  confined  to  Canada. 
CONTROL  OF  EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

Expressing  her  belief  that  agriculture 
has  in  itself  a  sufficient  cultural  value 
to  form  the  basis  for  a  complete  life, 
but  that  unfortunately  it  had  been  in  a 
large  degree  an  imitation  of  urban  life, 
Miss  Macphail  said  she  wished  country 
boys  and  girls  to  be  exceedingly  well 
educated,  but  did  not  want  them  to  be 
educated  away  from  their  industry.  She 
wished  their  education  to  be  a  benefit 
to  the  communities  in  which  they  lived. 
It  was  too  often  true  that  people  who 
had  benefited  from  the  competitive 
social  system  out  of  which  we  were 
passing  were  the  very  people  who  were 
in  control  of  boards  of  governors  of 
the  universities,  and  in  control  of  the 
educational  system  as  a  whole.  They 
saw  to  it  that  the  gospel  of  conform- 
ity was  preached.  They  taught  the 
gospel  of:  "What  is,  is  right;  change 
is  wrong,  dangerous,  red."  In  many 
of  our  gerat  schools  "teachers  who  think 
are  either  gently  led  away  from 
thought  by  remunerative  positions,  or 
else  gotten  rid  of.  They  are  dangerous 
to  old  systems  and  old  forms." 
THE  FOLK  HIGH  SCHOOLS 
OF  DENMARK 

For  many  years  the  speaker  had  been 
reading  all  that  she  could  about  edu- 
cational systems  that  had  built  up 
rural  life.  Denmark,  she  discovered, 
had  formerly  had  a  system  that  was 
worse  than  ours,  but  had  built  up,  very 
slowly,  new  schools,  including  Folk 
High  Schools  in  which  students  between 
18  and  30  years  of  age  were  taught 
"from  a  world  point  of  view,  universal 
history,  philosophy,  literature,  song  and 
gymnastics,  and  so  successfully  taught 
that  they  go  out  into  life  and  give  the 
very  best  that  is  in  them  to  life,  and 
serve  to  the  limit  of  their  ability."  Since 
these  were  agricultural  boys  and  girls 
and  young  men  and  young*  women,  the 
result  had  been  that  from  them  had 
come  the  great  leaders  of  co-operation, 
of  agricultural  life  in  the  little  state 
of  Denmark — "a  state,  by  the  way, 
where  everybody  is  more  prosperous 
than  when  the  new  system  of  educa- 
tion was  instituted." 

"I  was  very  much  interested  lately." 
said  Miss  Macphail — "I  hope  you  won't 
be  too  shocked — in  reading  a  rather  full 
account  of  Russia's  attempt  to 
evolve  a  new  system  of  education,  in 
a  book  entitled  'Education  in  Soviet 
Russia'  by  Scott  Nearing.  It  was  true 
in  Russia  before  the  revolution  that 
evervbody  who  thought  too  much  went 
to  Siberia,  where  it  isn't  too  warm. 
You  people  would  be  quite  at  home 
there,  I  iudge  (laughter).  Their  schools 
emphasised  much  more  than  ours  the 
text  books  and  the  gospel  of  conform- 
ity." 

APPLYING  NEW 
PRINCIPLE  IN  RUSSIA 
When  the  people  got  rid  of  the  Czar- 
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ist  ruling  class,  they  determined  to  get 
rid  of  the  machinery  which  had  kept 
that  class  in  control,  and  "so  the  first 
thing  they  did  was  to  have  a  very  ex- 
cellent bonfire  which  ended  the  text 
books,  and  they  started  an  entirely  new 
system — with  great  difficulty,  remem- 
ber, because  they  had  the  old  teachers 
who  were  trained  in  the  old  system." 
In  the  new  system  they  tried  to  inter- 
pret to  the  child  his  surroundings;  the 
home  and  the  family,  the  division  of 
work,  and  the  need  of  the  division. 
From  the  life  of  the  community  and 
nature  about  them  the  material  is 
drawn.  A  special  effort  is  made  to  de- 
velop initiative  and  t  have  children 
work  out  problems  in  groups.  Group 
activity  is  very  much  stressed. 

NOTHING  SO  DRASTIC 
NEEDED  HERE 

Miss  Macphail  added:  "I  do  not  for 
a  moment  advise  you  to  do  anything  so 
drastic  as  that.  You  have  here  a  Min- 
ister of  Education  and  a  Department 
that  want  to  serve  the  people.  You 
have  a  Government  that  have  shown 
that  they  are  honest  and  sincere,  and 
that  they  are  striving  to  give  you  the 
best  that  is  in  them." 

One  of  the  most  difficult  problems 
facing  civilization  today,  said  Miss  Mac- 
phail is  to  devise  some  means  of  in- 
ducing the  youth,  or  a  portion  of  the 
youth,  to  stay  on  the  land  and  to  make 
of  agriculture  a  better  calling,  giving 
a  higher  reward  in  dollars  and  cents, 
a  higher  standard  of  living,  a  satisfac- 
tory intellectual  life. 

To  this  end,  it  was  desirable  to  real- 
ize, first,  that  the  object  in  education 
is  the  child,  and  not  the  system.  The 
child  should  be  trained  in  such  a  way 
that  when  grown  he  would  be  able  to 
mould  institutions  to  suit  his  needs,  to 
think  and  act  upon  his  own  thought. 

Secondly,  social  education  should  al- 
ways prepare  the  child  to  function  in 
his  present  surroundings,  always  look- 
ing towards  the  improvement  of  those 
surroundings.  Thirdly,  education  should 
enlarge  the  child's  vision,  and  fourthly, 
it  should  give  the  student  a  world  out- 
look. 

"I  wish  you  could  hear  some  of  the 
ten-cent,  tin-pan  jingoism  that  is  being 
taught  to  children  today,"  the  speaker 
continued.  "We  should  always  love  our 
country — that  will  make  us  'better  citi- 
zens, just  as  loving  our  home  makes  us 
better  community  workers — but  the 
stuff  that  passes  for  patriotism  will 
have  to  go  by  the  board  if  the  world 
is  to  go  on,  because  the  purpose  of 
economic  activity  is  to  create  wealth 
and  the  sole  purpose  of  war  is  to  de- 
strov  it.  The  two  are  absolutelv  in 
conflict  with  one  another,  and  civiliza- 
tion must  choose  between  the  two  What 
is  the  use  of  building  up  and  then 
blowing  up?    It  is  so  exhausting. 

ARE  CHILDREN  TOLD 
OF  WAR'S  CAUSES? 

'There  are  causes  of  international 
conflict.  There  is  the  struggle  for 
markets,  for  trade,  for  investment  op- 
portunities, for  natural  resources  ; 
there  are  the  armament  trusts;  and  there 
is  a  war  psychology.  All  these  things 
cause  war.  Are  children  really  being 
taught  in  schools  that  there  are  distinct 
causes,  and  that  if  we  move  forward  in- 
telligentlv  we  can  remove  these  causes? 

 We  see  in    other    things  that 

through  biirher  civilization  we  are  learn- 
ing to  solve  problems  with  the  resourc- 
es of  our  mind  and  spirit.    Then  why 


do  we  not  call  on  these  resources  to 
settle  these  international  problems? 
Youth  will,  if  you  give  it  a  chance.  If 
we  who  are  older  and  have  learned  by 
bitter  experience  that  some  of  the 
things  we  thought  were  true  in  our 
youth  were  not  true,  would  pass  that 
knowledge  on,  we  would  make  a  contri- 
bution to  the  generation  that  is  coming 
after  us.  Are  we  willing  to  do  it?  I 
think  we  must  all  be  glad  to  be  alive 
today;    we  must  all  feel  that  we  are 

living  in  a  wonderful  age  If  we 

are  going  to  live  worthily  we  must  make 
very  rapid  mental  adjustments,  and  we 
must  make  them  consciously  

LIFE  A  SPLENDID 
ADVENTURE 

"Life  today  is  a  splendid  adventure. 
That  does  not  mean  that  it  is  easy.  It 
has  tremendous  difficulties,  but  it  has 
wonderful  opportunities,  and  I  would 
think  that  life  today  would  inspire  every- 
body to  give  life  the  very  best  that  is 
in  him.  Agriculture  challenges  our 
best  effort  that  we  may  make  it  an 
industry  respected  and  honored  through- 
out this  world. 

"We  must  make  fundamental  changes 
in  education;  changes  that  I  have  in- 
dicated so  badly  tonight;  and  if  we 
do  that  we  will  be  able  to  help  to  do 
that  most  beautiful  of  all  things,  paint 
the  glowing  dawn  for  coming  genera- 
tions." 


THINKS  FARMERS  UNFAIR 
Editor,  "The  U.  F.  A.": 

I  have  just  been  reading  in  your 
paper,  of  what  you  consider  the  enemies 
of  the  Farmer  Government  and  Farm 
Pools. 

I  would  like  to  say  that  in  my 
opinion  the  most  dangerous  enemy  of 
the  Farmer  Government  is  its  own  dis- 
crimination in  dealing  with  other  mem- 
bers of  society. 

If  there  had  not  been  unfairness  in 
dealing  with  the  farmers  there  would 
likely  never  have  been  a  Farmer  Gov- 
ernment or  a  Progressive  Party  and  it 
is  an  accepted  fact  that  no  Go"?:rnment 
can  long  remain  in  power  that  will  allow 
one  class  or  group  of  people  to  enjoy 
privileges  that  are  denied  to  others, 
and  here  is  where  I  believe  the  Farmer 
Government  are  showing  a  weakness 
that  if  continued  will  undoubtedly  lessen 
their  power  as  a  political  party. 

A  large  number  of  farmers  have  the 
idea  that  if  a  person  is  not  a  farmer, 
there  must  be  something  wrong  with 
him;  no  matter  what  trade  profession, 
or  calling  this  person  may  have,  it  can- 
not be  so  important  as  farming,  and 
that  this  person  should  not  be  given 
the  same  privileges  as  the  farmer. 

This  idea  of  political  privilege  for 
the  farmer  was  carried  out  in  Ottawa. 
When  the  Progressives  held  the  balance 
of  power,  they  obtained  a  refund  of 
duty  on  lighting  plants,  etc.,  when  used 
for  farmers  only,  and  now  a  city  or 
village  resident  pays  20  per  cent,  more 
to  buy  a  lighting  plant  than  his  farmer 
brother. 

Just  now  the  Provincial  Telephone 
Department  are  asking  the  village  and 
town  residents  to  pay  an  unequal  share 
of  the  telephone  rates,  and  are  losing 
the  confidence  of  a  good  many  custom- 
ers and  prospective  customers. 

The  Farmer  Government  professes  to 
desire  *o  co-operate  with   Labor,  but 


if  a  Labor  bill  is  introduced  in  Edmon- 
ton, what  happens  to  it?  If  there  are 
any  clauses  that  will  in  any  way  affect 
the  farmer  or  his  creameries,  or  ele- 
vators, it  is  carefully  clipped  out.  They 
are  very  desirous  of  giving  the  labor- 
ing man  a  living  wage,  so  long  as  he 
does  not  happen  to  be  working  for  a 
farmer  or  some  of  his  organizations. 

I  have  watched  with  satisfaction  the 
growth  of  the  Farmers  in  politics  and 
in  business,  but  I  feel  sure  that  unless 
they  can  deal  more  equally  with  other 
members  of  society,  their  political 
power  will  not  last. 

Yours  very  truly 

L.  B.  FISHER, 
(Wheat  Pool  Member  No.  31654). 

Alix,  Alta. 


CATTLE  BREEDERS'  ANNUAL  SALE 
MARCH  29TH  TO  APRIL  1ST 

The  Alberta  Cattle  Breeders'  Associa- 
tion will  hold  their  annual  auction  sale, 
at  which  664  bulls  will  be  offered,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Horse  Show  and  Fat 
Stock  Show  to  be  held  in  Calgary,  March 
29th  to  April  1st  inclusive. 

 o —  

HAVE  PROGRAM  FOR  MONTHLY 
MEETINGS 

"Experiences  of  an  Old-timer",  "Why 
we  organized",  "What  we  have  done  and 
what  we  hope  to  do",  "Women  and 
World  Peace",  "Co-operation  between 
parents  and  teachers",  "Fruits",  are 
some  of  the  topics  of  valuable  papers 
read  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  Windy 
Hill  Local.  This  Local  offered  a  prize 
for  the  best  essay  on  "Why  I  want  to 
make  my  home  on  the  farm",  open  to 
pupils  in  grades  8  and  9,  which  was  won 
by  Alice  Ballard.  Several  whist  drives 
were  held  during  the  year,  as  well  as  a 
three-day  dressmaking  demonstration  and 
a  bazaar.  The.  July  meeting  took  the 
form  of  an  all-day  sewing  bee,  when  a 
total  of  57  garments  were  made  as  a 
donation  to  the  Woods'  Orphan  Home. 

 o  

EDITORIAL 
(Continued  from  page  3) 
Urquhart's  attitude  changed.  Recently 
he  urged  the  shareholders  of  his  company 
to  bombard  all  members  of  Parliament 
with  post  cards  demanding  that  diplo- 
matic relations  be  broken  off.  He  was 
responsible  for  an  extensive  agitation  in 
many  powerful  quarters. 

There  are  many  points  at  issue  between 
the  British  and  Russian  Governments. 
With  many  of  these  the  press  despatch- 
es deal.  But  it  is  well  to  remember  that 
the  British  Foreign  Minister  himself  has 
been  actively  opposed  to  a  breach;  that 
several  active  agitators  for  a  breach  are 
less  concerned  about  propaganda  than 
they  are  about  economic  concessions,  and 
that  they  are  supported  by  mischief 
makers  in  the  British  Cabinet  who  are 
today  a  powerful  minority. 

No  sane  citizen  of  any  part  of  the 
British  Empire  who  has  anv  recollection 
of  the  last  war.  or  any  realization  of  the 
horrors  whirh  lie  in  store  in  the  next, 
can  sympathize  with  the  wild  men  who 
are  willing  lightly  to  enter  upon  military 
adventures  the  end  of  which  no  man  can 
foresee. 


ALBERTA  HAY  FOR  CHINA 

Approximately  200  tons  of  alfalfa 
from  the  Lethbridee  district  has  been  or- 
dered by  the  British  Government  for 
shipment  to  China.  The  hav  is  being 
supplied  by  the  Southern  Alberta  Co- 
operative Association. 
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Provincial  Treasurer  Estimates  Surplus  of 
$26,178.49  for  Year  1927 

Change  in  Fiscal  Year  Necessitates  Division  of  Budget  Into  Two  Parts,  and  Total  Surplus  to  March  31st,  1928, 
Is  Estimated  at  $46,889.42— Tax  on  Gasoline  Raised  and  Tax  on  Pari-Mutuels  Adopted— Reduction  of 
Supplementary  Tax  Revenue  Is  Greater  Than  Tax  Increase 


Staff  Correspondence 


The  budget  brought  down  on  March  15th  by  the 
Provincial  Treasurer,  R.  G.  Reid,  forecasts  another  surplus 
at  the  close  of  the  next  financial  year.  The  new  fiscal  year 
approved  of  by  the  Legislature  necessitated  the  bringing  in 
of  the  estimates  in  two  parts,  the  first  dealing  with  the 
period  up  until  December,  1927,  and  the  second  with  that  up 
to  March  31st,  1928.  The  total  estimated  surplus  is  placed 
at  $46,889.42. 
EXPENDITURE  AND 
REVENUE  HEAVIER 

Heavier  expenditures  are  anticipated  for  1927,  the  total 
being  set  at  $580,540.31.  Uncontrollable  items,  such  as  the 
Public  Debt,  account  for  $413,342.21,  while  controllable  in- 
creases are  mainly  caused  through  larger  appropriations  for 
Education,  Municipal  Affairs,  and  Mothers'  Allowances. 
Savings  are  expected  to  take  place  in  considerable  measure 
in  a  number  of  branches,  chief  of  which  are  the  Executive 
Council  and  Public  Works.  The  former  will  make  a  saving 
of  $140,022.65  on  account  of  the  fact  that  there  are  no  pro- 
visions this  year  for  an  election. 

Increased  revenue  is  anticipated,  and  while  the  Dominion 
subsidy  will  be  lessened,  other  sources  of  revenue  are  out- 
lined. There  are  new  taxes  on  furs,  fur  farm  permits,  and  a 
pari-mutuel  tax,  which  is  expected  to  net  $100,000,  being 
based  at  5  per  cent,  of  the  receipts;  there  is  an  increase  in 
the  gasoline  tax  of  lc  per  gallon,  and  travelling  clinics,  the 
maintenance  receipts  of  the  Alberta  sanitorium,  Public 
Works,  and  the  Treasury  Department  show  estimated  in- 
creases, the  last  named  on  account  of  the  growth  of  interest 
and  profit  on  Provincial 
investments. 

After  making  a  broad 
survey  of  the  economic 
progress  of  the  Province 
Mr.  Reid  said  that  the 
development  of  the  last 
few  years  had  inspired 
the  people  to  greater  ef- 
fort within  the  Province 
and  it  had  brought  the 
Province  more  promin- 
ently 'before  the  outside 
world  as  a  people  who 
were  fortunate  in  their 
environment  and  who 
were  taking  advantage 
of  their  natural  oppor- 
tunities. The  Minister 
said  that  he  was  grati- 
fied not  only  to  be  able 
to  announce  a  balanced 
budget,  but  that  the 
year's  operations  in  the 
Province  generally  had 
been  attended  with  a 
considerable  degree  of 
success. 

WOULD  EAT  CAKE 
AND  HAVE  IT  TOO 

After  dealing  with  the 
estimates  for  the  present 
fiscal  period,  Mr.  Reid 
said  it  was  strange  to 
hear  people  advocating 
first,  that  we  should  re- 
duce the  public  debt; 
second,  that  we  should 
reduce  taxes;  and  third, 
that  we  should  inci'ease 
expenditures.  "Let  any- 
one apply  these  three 
principles  simultaneously 
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to  his  private  affairs,  and  we  know  to  what  it  would  bring 
him — and  that  very  quickly.  Odd  as  it  may  seem,  some 
people  today  think  that  Governments  are  not  controlled  by 
the  same  inexorable  laws  as  pertain  to  commercial  life,  and 
that  in  some  occult  way  a  Government  may  collect  less 
money,  spend  more  money  and  at  the  same  time  reduce  debt." 
TAXATION  LOW  PERCENTAGE 
OF  PRODUCTION 

Mr.  Reid  also  pointed  out  that  from  the  latest  figures 
compiled  by  the  Citizens'  Research  Institute  of  Canada,  the 
percentage  taxation  'bears  to  production  in  the  Province  of 
Alberta  in  recent  years  is  less  than  in  any  Province  west  of 
Quebec,  notwithstanding  the  large  calls  that  have  been  made 
on  the  Government  on  account  of  inherited  obligations,  among 
which  the  railways  were  outstanding. 

"Here",  went  on  the  Minister,  "we  have  a  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment assuming  and  carrying  a  burden  that  is  purely 
Federal.  This  load  is  becoming  so  onerous  that  it  is  inter- 
fering with  the  legitimate  development  of  the  Province  in 
other  directions.  It  should  therefore  be  apparent  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Canada  that  some  relief  should  be  forthcoming." 

The  Provincial  Treasurer  pointed  out  that  the  loss  of 
revenue  because  of  the  new  assessment  of  the  Province  was 
for  some  reason  not  properly  understood  by  the  people.  There 
had  been  a  reduction  through  the  new  equalized  assessment 
of  over  30  per  cent,  and  as  there  had  been  no  change  in  the 
mill  rate  which  is  levied  under  the  Supplementary  Revenue 
Tax  Act.  it  should  be  clear  that  there  will  be  a  potential  re- 
duction in  the  revenue  from  that  source  to  the  extent  of  30 

per  cent.  The  old  as- 
sessment, placed  at  $725.- 
886y535  at  2  mills,  earn- 
ed an  annual  revenue  of 
$1,451,773.  The  new  as- 
sessment of  1926  totals 
$505,205. 040,  with  a  cor- 
responding yield  of  $L- 
010,410,  from  which  ic 
could  be  seen  that  this 
translated  itself  into  a 
reduction  in  taxation 
in  one  year  amount- 
ing to  $441,363.  This 
loss  was  more  than  the 
increases  proposed  from 
other  sources. 
GONE  FURTHER 
THAN  OTHERS 

"There  is  an  area  in 
the  south,"  said  the  Min- 
ister, "where  assess- 
ments have  been  reduced 
about  80  per  cent.,  ap- 
parently a  fairly  tangible 
reduction,  and  yet  in  the 
face  of  all  this  we  are 
being  criticized  for  not 
making  reductions  in  this 
tax  similar  to  those  be- 
ing made  elsewhere, 
when  the  fact  is  that  we 
have  gone  farther  than 
is  proposed  in  any  of  the 
other  Western  Prov- 
inces." 

At  the  conclusion  of 
Mr.  Reid's  speech  Joseoli 
T.  Shaw,  Bow  Valley,  ad- 
journed the  debate,  which 
will  be  resumed  on 
Thursday.  Meantime  the 
House  took  up  routine 
work. 
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MR.  REID'S  SPEECH 


Mr.  Reid's  speech,  in  part,  follows: 
The  crop  year  of  1926  was  like  the  pre- 
ceding one  in  many  respects.  In  most 
districts  of  the  Province  more  than  the 
average  crop  was  harvested,  but  the  un- 
favorable weather  during  the  period  of 
threshing  resulted  in  greatly  lowering 
the  grade.  The  year  as  a  whole,  how- 
ever, has  not  been  one  to  complain  about, 
and  since  our  cultivated  area  is  wide- 
spread, there  were  portions  of  the  Prov- 
ince that  upheld  the  usual  reputation  of 
Alberta  not  only  for  high  yields,  but  for 
the  highest  quality  of  grain.  This  ap- 
plies particularly  to  the  more  northerly 
districts,  and  every  year  that  passes  de- 
monstrates the  possibility  of  extension 
of  the  profitable  grain-raising  areas  in 
this  direction. 

Two  successive  seasons  of  more  than 
average  yield  of  agricultural  products 
have  had  a  much  needed  effect  on  the 
financial  standing  of  the  people  of  the 
Province,  and  while  the  prices  in  1926 
were  somewhat  less  than  the  previous 
year's  for  all  grains,  the  total  estimated 
value  of  all  production  for  the  year  1926 
was  $268,913,260,  exceeding  the  previous 
year's  large  total  of  $257,594,615.  These 
are  large  sums  to  be  distributed  among  a 
relatively  small  population  in  the  course 
of  two  years.  The  result  is  already  not- 
iceable not  only  in  the  farming  commun- 
ities, but  also  in  the  whole  business  fab- 
ric of  the  Province. 

PROGRESS  OF 
DAIRY  INDUSTRY 

The  dairy  business  of  the  Province 
showed  a  slight  increase  in  production 
over  the  previous  year,  and  the  estimated 
value  of  all  milk  and  milk  products  was 
practically  $22,000,000.  Figures  are 
given  in  the  following  table  of  the  num- 
ber of  butter  factories  operated  in  the 
Province  for  the  past  five  years,  the 
combined  butter  production  in  pounds, 
and  the  selling  value  of  the  butter: 

Year  Creameries 

1922    54 

1923    75 

1924    89 

1925    98 

1926    99 

The  prices  of  dairy  products  were 
slightly  lower  than  during  1925,  particu- 
larly perhaps,  creamery  butter  and  fac- 
tory cheese,  the  products  most  directly 
affected  by  world  market  conditions. 
There  was  an  abnormally  high  market 
level  in  the  latter  half  of  1925,  due  to 
the  seamen's  strike  in  New  Zealand  and 
Australia.  The  average  price  of  Alberta 
creamery  butter  in  1925  was  35.45  cents 
per  pound  at  the  factory,  whereas,  in 
1926,  the  figure  will  be  around  33  cents 
per  pound,  or  a  decrease  of  about  7  per 
cent. 

Although  there  was  a  comparatively 
small  quantity  of  our  creamery  butter 
exported  to  Great  Britain  during  1926, 
the  somewhat  unusual  market  conditions 
there  had  a  depressing  effect  on  prices 
— a  condition  which  was  reflected  in 
practically  all  other  markets,  including 
our  home  markets.  These  conditions 
were  caused  by  heavy  accumulations  of 
butter  of  the  1925  season's  production, 
following  the  settlement  of  the  seamen's 
strike,  and  impaired  purchasing  power 
due  to  the  serious  coal  miners'  strike  and 
general  paralysis  of  industry  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year. 


From  a  statistical  point  of  view  the 
cheese  industry  is  marking  time.  The 
number  of  factories  in  operation  and  the 
figures  for  production  and  value  are 
given  in  the  following  table,  for  a  five- 
year  period: 

Fac-       Lbs.  of  Selling 
Year       toric-s      Cheese       Value  C.  per  lb. 

1922    14         931,992       |183,S60  (19.73) 

1923    13       1,865,608        368.771  (19.76) 

1924    12       1,714,790        278,478  (16.24) 

1925  ....    13       1,473,835        306,603  (20.80) 

1926  ....    15       1,350,000  Est.249,750     (18.5  ) 

ONE  OUTSTANDING 
EVENT  OF  YEAR 

One  of  the  outstanding  events  in  the 
dairy  industry  organization  of  the  Prov- 
ince was  the  entry  of  the  Provincial 
Dairy  Pool  into  the  field  of  dairy  factory 
operations.  It  is  confidently  expected 
that  the  various  associations  of  dairy 
producers  now  in  the  field,  will,  through 
their  central  management  and  local  units 
make  an  important  contribution  towards 
the  further  development  of  a  successful 
dairy  industry  in  Alberta. 

Exhibitors  of  Alberta  creamery  butter 
were  again  prominent  among  the  prize 
winners  in  the  butter  classes  at  the  large 
Canadian  exhibitions  in  1926,  when  ex- 
hibits of  Alberta  butter  won  312  prizes 
out  of  1068  offered,  in  competition  with 
creamery  butter  exhibits  from  the  other 
Provinces  of  the  Dominion — a  total  of 
79  first,  120  second,  and  103  third  prizes 
were  awarded  to  exhibitors  from  Alberta 
creameries. 
LIVESTOCK  AND 
POULTRY  INDUSTRIES 

When  we  turn  our  attention  to  live- 
stock we  find  that  cattle  prices  have  not 
yet  improved  to  the  point  that  would 
make  this  the  profitable  business  it  once 
was.  It  would  appear,  however,  that 
with  more  favorable  ocean  freight  rates 
assured,  we  may  anticipate  a  higher 
price  level  this  year.  On  the  other  hand 
sheep  and  hog  raising  has  been  exten- 
sively carried  on  and  has  been  very  prof- 
itable.  Horses  of  the  heavy  and  general 


Lbs.  of 
Butter 
15,417,070 
17,808,853 
22,339,857 
19,630,101 


Selling 
Value 
$5,126,843 
5,891,186 
7  059  630 
6,959,058 


20,000,000    Est.  6;600,000 


C.  per  lb. 
(33.25) 
(32.97) 
(31.60) 
(35.45) 
(33.00) 


purpose  kinds  are  finding  a  more  ready 
market  with  prospects  of  continued  im- 
provement. 

Although  it  is  generally  conceded  that 
1926  was  a  year  of  lower  productions  in 
the  poultry  industry,  the  volume  of 
business  transacted  by  the  Marketing 
Service  shows  a  substantial  increase 
over  that  of  1925  or  of  any  year  since 
the  peak  in  1923,  as  the  following  total 
will  illustrate: 

Eggs        Poultry  Total 
(dozen)         (Lbs.)  (Cars) 

1917    13,000  1 

1918    137,900  59,000  14 

1919    77.000  75,000  11 

1920    169,000  110.000  19 

1921   ,..  178,000         245,000  29 

1922    435,000  557,000  69 

1923    660,822  925,000  110 

1924    335,800  750,298  90 

1925    516,883  828,766  93 

1926    522,658  996,009  102 

Price  levels  were  on  the  whole  well 
maintained  particularly  in  regard  to  tur- 
keys, which  netted  the  producers  higher 
prices  than  have  ever  been  paid  in  Al- 
berta. The  Marketing  Service  is  un- 
doubtedly a  factor  in  maintaining  these 


prices.  Some  16  carloads  of  eggs  and  IS 
carloads  of  dressed  turkeys  were  export- 
ed from  the  Province  during  the  season, 
and  the  elimination  of  these  surpluses 
from  the  markets  of  Alberta  unquestion- 
ably had  their  effect  in  maintaining 
prices. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  total 
volume  is  now  handled  for  the  Pool. 
This  has  entailed  some  reorganization  in 
the  Marketing  Service  with  a  view  of 
placing  it  on  such  a  basis  that  it  may  be 
absorbed  by  the  Pool  whenever  condi- 
tions warrant. 

Service  rendered  to  the  public  has  been 
enlarged  in  some  important  particulars. 
Live  poultry  cars  were  loaded  at  83 
points  within  the  Province,  and  commun- 
ity turkey  kills  and  assemblies  were  con- 
ducted at  17  points. 

SUGAR  BEET  CULTURE 

NO  LONGER  EXPERIMENTAL 

The  second  year  of  the  operation  of 
the  Canadian  Sugar  factories  Limited, 
at  Raymond,  Alberta,  is  of  interest,  since 
the  year  has  been  a  successful  one  fin- 
ancially for  both  the  farmers  and  the 
company.  While  the  acreage  planted  and 
the  amount  of  beets  harvested  were  ap- 
proximately the  same  or  slightly  less 
than  the  previous  year,  the  sugar  con- 
tent of  beets  was  higher,  being  16.49  per 
cent,  in  1926  as  against  14.41  per  cent,  in 
1925.  The  total  sugar  production  in 
1926  was  97,000  bags  as  against  75,000 
bags  in  the  initial  year  of  this  industry. 
This  would  appear  to  be  entirely  due 
to  the  increased  sugar  content  of  the 
beets,  the  weather  conditions  evidently 
being  favorable  for  the  proper  ripening 
of  the  crop. 

Sugar-beet  culture  is  now  safely  be- 
yond the  experimental  stage  in  South- 
ern Alberta,  and  should  prove  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  irrigation  farming. 

The  following  figures  are  of  interest: 
1925  1928 

Acres    planted    6,649  &,637 

Acres  harvested    5.394  5,103 

Acres  lost    1,255  1,534 

Total  tons  harvested   41,465  37.24J 

Tonnage  per  acre  harvested  7.68  7.29 
Sugar  content  of  beets  ....  14.4(1  16.49 
Total  sugar  production,  bags  75,000  37,000 

In  1925  the  growers  were  paid  $5.90 
per  ton  for  their  beets.  In  1926  they 
have  already  received  $6.75  per  ton  with 
a  prospect  of  50c  more  on  the  final 
payment,  so  that  they  should  net  $1.35 
more  per  ton  than  in  1925.  This  is  due 
chiefly  to  increase  in  sugar  content,  but 
also  in  part  to  an  increase  in  the  price 
of  sugar. 

VALUE  OF  MINERAL 
PRODUCTION  INCREASES 

The  mineral  production  of  the  Pro- 
vince continues  to  show  increased  value, 
and  again  Alberta  leads  all  Canada  in 
the  production  of  coal,  crude  oil  and 
natural  gas.  Since  our  last  statement 
new  producing  wells  have  "come  in"  in 
the  Turner  Valley  district,  and  the  pro- 
duction of  petrol  has  thereby  been  greatly 
increased.  When  these  four  wells  now 
producing  have  developed  sufficiently, 
and  provision  is  made  for  taking  care 
of  the  production,  the  output  will  be 
in  the  vicinity  of  one  thousand  barrels 
per  day.  One  remarkable  feature  con- 
nected with  the  production  of  wet  gas 
in  this  field  is  that  so  far  there  seems 
to  be  no  diminution  in  the  flow.  One 
Alberta  well  still  holds  the  world's  re- 
cord for  daily  rate  of  production  of 
naptha,  and  this  of  such  a  concentrated 
quality  that  it  requires  to  be  diluted 


10  (226) 


THE      U.  F.  A. 


March  23rd,  1927 


before  it  is  suitable  for  commercial  pur- 
poses. 

The  total  amount  of  mineral  products 
in  the  Province  for  the  year  1926  was 
valued  at  $26,681^641,  exceeding  that  of 
1925  by  $1,362,775. 

[Mr.  Reid  at  this  point  quoted  from 
a  table  showing  that  natural  gas  pro- 
duction in  1925,  in  cubic  feet,  was 
9,119,500,  valued  at  $2  752  545;  whereas 
in  1926  the  total  had  increased  to 
10,418,697,  valued  at  $3,041,100.  Petro- 
leum production  increased  from  183,491 
barrels  valued  at  $845,394  in  1925  to 
217,088  barrels  valued  at  $906,968  in 
1926.  Coal  production  increased  from 
5,869,031  tons  in  1925,  valued  at  $20,* 
021484.  to  6,499.531  tons  valued  at 
$20,870,186  in  1926.  Bituminous  sands 
marketed  in  1925,  totalled  1,148  valued 
at  $4,594,  as  compared  with  528  tons, 
valued  at  $2,112  in  1926.  Salt  produc- 
tion was  833  tons  valued  at  $8,304  in 
1925  and  2,037  tons  valued  at  $22,696 
in  1926.  Cement  production  in  1925 
was  valued  at  $913,529,  and  in  1926  the 
production  was  423,766  tons,  valued  at 
$873,621.  Clay  products  in  1925  were 
valued  at  $618,860  and  in  1926  at 
$804  932.1 

The  Minister  said,  continuing: 

1,325,290  tons  of  coal  were  sold  for 
consumption  in  Alberta,  127,858  tons  in 
British  Columbia,  1,296,181  tons  in  Sas- 
katchewan, 591,267  tons  in  Manitoba, 
74,559  tons  in  Ontario,  221  tons  in 
Quebec  and  48,216  tons  in  the  United - 
States. 

There  were  two  shale  mines  and  341 
coal  mines  in  operation  during  the  year 
1926,  of  which  30  were  opened,  8  re- 
opened and  42  abandoned.  In  addition 
to  the  mines  abandoned.  44  were  closed 
temporarily  leaving  278  mines  in  oper- 
ation at  December  31st,  1926. 

TOURISTS  SPENT 

THIRTY  MILLION  DOLLARS 

As  a  direct  result  of  the  highway  de- 
velopment in  the  last  five  years,  there 
has  taken  place  an  enormous  increase  in 
tourist  traffic.  Larger  numbers  of 
motor  vehicles  from  the  United  States 
are  coming  into  the  Province  every 
year.  In  addition  to  the  contribution 
that  is  made  to  the  revenues  of  the 
Province,  by  way  of  gasoline  tax,  it 
has  been  estimated  that  last  year  thirty 
million  dollars  was  spent  in  the  Pro- 
vince by  tourists.  This  large  additional 
amount  of  money  coming  into  the  busi- 
ness channels  of  the  Province  must  have 
the  effect  of  materially  improving  busi- 
ness conditions. 

There  is  also  the  benefit  of  the  free 
advertising  secured  when  these  people 
return  to  their  homes. 


PROVINCIAL  FINANCES 


Coming  to  the  purely  financial  por- 
tion of  our  statement,  you  have  already 
been  furnished  with  most  of  the  details. 

Public  Accounts  of  the  Province  for 
the  year  1926  show  a  surplus  of  ordin- 
ary revenues  over  expenditures  as  al- 
ready announced  of  $17,800.53. 

The  surplus  estimated  at  the  be- 
ginning of  last  year  was  ($21,989.46, 
so  that  the  actual  results  are  $4,188.93 
less  than  estimated.  On  the  basis  of 
accounting  me. hods  in  force  up  to  the 
end  of  1923,  the  surplus  for  the  year 
would  have  been  $220,942.10. 

Revenue  on  Income  Account  for  1926 
was  $11,912,128.27  against  an  estimated 
revenue  of   $11,699,852.39,  showing  an 


excess  of  $212,275.88  over  what  we 
expected. 

Expenditure  amounted  to  $11,894,- 
327.74  against  the  estimate  of  $11,677,- 
862.93,  an  increase  of  $216,464,81. 

THE  NET  OVER- 
EXPENDITURE 

On  the  Estimate  of  expenditure  sub- 
mitted to  the  Legislature  at  its  last 
Session,  there  was  a  net  over-expenditure 
amounting-  to  $216,464.81.  This  may  be 
summarized  as  follows: 


Revenue  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Public  Works  Departments  was  short  of 
the  estimates  by  $23,470.08  and  $24,- 
224,93  respectively,  through  the  de- 
crease in  institutional  revenues. 

The  increased  revenue  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  is  due  to  interest  and 
profits  on  investments. 

CASH  SURPLUS  AND 
TRUE  SURPLUS 

Accounts  payable  at  December  31st, 


Balance  Legis- 
lative Appro- 
priations. 

Public  Debt    $  2,159.05 

Executive  Council    8,283.14 

Legislation    7,007.41 

Agriculture  Department    10,295.26 

Attorney  General's  Dept   213.44 

Education  Dept   19,705.25 

Municipal  Affairs  Dept   16,848.71 

Provincial  Secretary's  Dept  

Public  Health  Dept   23,379.83 

Public  Works  Dept   20.786.20 

Railways  Branch    366.40 

Treasury  Dept   17,526.02 


Additional 
Expenditure 
under  Spe- 
cial Warrants. 
$156,224.70 
22,678.29 


1126,570.71 


20,877.19 
46,374.99 


37.34 
28,267.10 
55,922.81 
442.28 
12,210.82 

$343,035.52 


Net  under 
or  over  * 
Expenditure. 

$154,065.65 
14,395.16 
7,007.41» 
10,581.93 
46,161.55 
19,705.25* 
16,848.71* 
37.34 
4,887.27 
35,136.61 
75.89 
5,315.20* 


216,464.81 


Expenditure  under  special  warrants, 
unforseen  at  the  time  the  Estimates 
were  passed  by  the  Legislature,  con- 
sists principally  of  interest  on  Deben- 
ture Debt  and  Savings  Certificates;  ex- 
penditure incurred  through  moving  set- 
tlers from  dry  areas;  increased  ex- 
penditure under  the  Mothers'  Allowance 
Act;  grants  to  hospitals;  Unemployment 
Relief;  expenditure  on  ferries  and  high- 
ways, and  sundry  other  charges  set 
forth  in  detail  in  the  Public  Accounts. 

SUMMARY  OF 

THE  YEAR'S  REVENUE 

The  actual  results  show  an  increase 
over  the  Estimates  by  $212,275.88,  sum- 
marized as  follows: 

In  Exoess  of!   Less  than 

Particulars  Estimates.  Estimates. 

Dominion  of  Canada  ..$  89,566.36  $ 

Agriculture  Dept   51,680.71 

Attorney  Gen's  Dept...  103,704.84 

Education  Dept   24,832.94 

Executive  Council  3,773.04 

Legislation    760.77 

Municipal  Affairs  Dept.  177,253.63 

Prov.  Secy's  Dept   173.894.35 

Public  Health  Dept   23,470.08 

Public  Works  Dept   24.224.93 

Railways  Branch    265.61 

Treasury  Dept   94,160.08 


$212,275.88  (net) 
Revenue  received  from  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  in  connection  with  the  inter- 
est on  School  Lands  funds  shows  an  in- 
crease over  the  estimates  of  $89,566.36; 
miscellaneous  revenues  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  decreased  by  $51,- 
680.71;  liquor  profits  realized  $211,- 
332.61  in  excess  'of  the  estimates, 
but  Succession  Duties  fell  short  by 
$76,388.75. 

The  increase  in  revenue  of  the  De- 
partment of  Education  was  due  to  the 
additional  amount  received  from  the 
Dominion  Government  in  connection 
with  technical  education. 

Municipal  Affairs  revenue  decreased 
by  $177,253.63  through  the  decrease  in 
wild  lands  and  supplementary  revenue 
taxes. 

Automobile  licenses,  etc.,  accounted 
for  the  substantial  increase  in  the  re- 
venue of  the  Provincial  Secretary's  De- 
partment. Amusement  taxes  were 
$24,101.55  short  of  the  amount  shown 
in  the  estimates. 


1926,  were  charged  to  the  expenditure 
of  that  year.  They  amounted  to  $1,327,- 
511.12  as  compared  with  $1,124,369.55 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1925.  By  pro- 
viding for  these  accounts  the  cash  sur- 
plus, $220  942.10  was  reduced  to  the 
true  surplus  of  $17,800.53. 

Revenue  collected  in  1926  in  respect 
of  1927  business  amounted  to  $430,- 
274.08  and  was  excluded  from  the  1926 
accounts. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  certain 
changes  were  made  in  the  method  of 
compiling  the  Public  Accounts  of  the 
Province  with  the  object  of  giving  more 
information  regarding  departmental  ex- 
penditures. Under  the  new  plan,  the 
accounts  show,  for  the  Government  as 
a  whole,  and  for  each  department  of 
the  Government,  a  complete  summary 
of  expenditure  by  appropriations,  and 
the  distribution  of  such  expenditure 
under  suitable  headings.  The  informa- 
tion thus  presented  should  prove  of  con- 
siderable value  to  the  members  of  this 
Legislature  as  well  as  to  all  students  of 
public  affairs. 

PUBLIC  DEBT 
OF  ALBERTA 

The  net  bonded  debt  of  the  Province 
during  the  past  vear  was  increased  bv 
$5,005,773.79. 

In  the  year  just  past,  the  Province 
negotiated  the  sale  of  $11,046,000.00 
worth  of  bonds,  of  which  $5,610,741.00 
was  for  refunding  purposes. 

The  prices  received  were  more  favor- 
able than  in  any  previous  year  since 
1913,  being  on  an  average  yield  basis 
of  4.96  per  cent.  This  year's  financing 
promises  to  be  still  lower,  our  most  re- 
cent issue  selling  on  a  basis  of  4.87. 
The  tendency  seems  to  be  towards  still 
lower  interest  rates  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  in  a  short  time  the  Province  will 
be  able  to  float  its  debentures  at  a 
par  4 Ms  per  cent.  rate.  With  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  so  much  in  favor  of  Can- 
ada, and  the  immense  value  of  our 
exports  in  comparison  with  the  relatively 
small  population  of  the  Dominion,  there 
is  bound  to  be  an  increasing  amount  of 
Canadian  imoney  available  for  invest- 
ment. This  will  inevitably  result  in  our 
being  able  to  find  funds  within  Canada 
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for  all  reasonable  needs,  and  at  low  in- 
terest rates. 

SAVINGS  CERTIFICATES  . 
NET  $2,433,225.82 

Closely  related  to  our  bond  sales  are 
the  sales  of  Alberta  Savings  Certifi- 
cates, which  in  the  year  just  past  pro- 
duced a  net  sum  of  $2,433,225.82  with 
gross  sales  of  $10,453,833.64. 

The  'Provincial  Savings  Certificates 
Act  was  passed  in  the  session  of  1917 
with  the  two-fold  abject  of 

(1)  Obtaining  money  at  a  cheaper 
rate  of  interest  than  the  prevailing  high 
rate  then  current. 

(2)  Encouraging  thrift  by  the  sim- 
ple system  of  saving,  giving  the  people 
a  high  interest  return  on  their  daily  bal- 
ance with  the  Government  (as  repre- 
sented by  'Savings  Certificates). 

The  original  rate  of  interest  paid 
under  this  method  was  5  per  cent,  com- 
pounded. The  compounding  feature 
was  abandoned  on  January  1st,  1921,  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  this  added 
materially  to  the  overhead,  which  at 
that  time  exceeded  %  of  1  per  cent. 
From  that  date  to  July  1st,  1922,  the 
rate  was  5  per  cent,  simple  interest. 
It  was  then  found  advisable  to  made 
a  reduction  to  AVz  per  cent,  simple  in- 
terest, as  the  Province  was  able  to  ob- 
tain money  at  that  time  cheaper  than 
when  the  Act  was  originally  passed. 
On  December  31st,  1926,  nearly 
forty  million  dollars  worth  of  Certifi- 


cates had  been  issued,  without  result- 
ant loss  to  the  Province,  or  to  de- 
positors. The  cost  of  the  Savings  De- 
partment has  been  steadily  reduced 
every  year  and  where  it  originally  was 
over  Vi  of  1  per  cent.,  last  year's  cost 
reached  the  new  low  level  of  .1398 
per  cent.  A  study  of  comparative  costs 
here  and  elsewhere,  show  that  our 
ratio  is  by  far  the  most  favorable 
and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  we  have 
been  able  to  pay  higher  interest  rates 
than  those  obtaining  under  similar 
plans  of  investment. 

SPECIAL  INVESTMENT 
FUND 

There  is  one  feature  in  the  activities 
of  the  Treasury  Department  to  which 
I  should  like  to  call  attention.  This  is 
the  establishment  of  a  Special  Invest- 
ment Fund.  While  this  fund  shows  a 
profit  for  the  year  of  some  thirty-five 
(thousand  dollars,  its  main  purpose  is  to 
create  a  fund  which  can  be  used  for 
the  purchase  of  public  securities  in  ad- 
vance of  the  requirements  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund.  Since  bond  values  have 
steadily  increased  in  the  past  three  or 
four  years,  and  yield  rates  consequently 
reduced,  the  establishment  of  this  .fund 
has  assisted  in  increasing  the  yield  rates 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  incidentally 
making  a  profit  which  is  not  at  all 
negligible.  Its  continuance  has  been 
made  possible  by  the  large  deposits  in 
Savings  Certificates  against  which  at 
the  same  time  it  forms  a  reserve. 


CENTRAL  CONTROL  IN 
MAILING  BRANCH 

Over  a  year  ago  a  Central  Mailing 
Branch  was  inaugurated  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  establish  central 
control  and  efficiency  in  this  work.  A 
Metered  Mailing  Machine  was  installed 
similar  to  those  in  use  in  some  of  our 
largest  business  institutions.  As  a  result 
of  this  change,  the  Government  has  saved 
approximately  five  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  including  certain  staff  re- 
ductions made  possible  by  the  adoption 
of  the  new  system. 

SUPERVISION 
OF  PURCHASES 

In  1925  I  was  able  to  report  an  esti- 
mated saving  through  the  supervision 
of  purchases  of  approximately  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  »« 
that  year.  While  this  saving  has  been 
maintained  in  1926  an  additional  $50,000 
has  been  added  through  a  further  ex- 
tension of  supervision  to  other  institu- 
tions. 

Must  of  this  saving  was  made  by  eli- 
minating the  spread  between  wholesale 
and  retail  prices,  but  savings  have  been 
also  effected  by  a  close  checking  up  on 
the  sales  tax,  excise  tax,  contracts  and 
cash  discounts.  This  branch  of  the 
Treasury  Department  is  operated  by  an 
Acting  Supervisor  of  Purchases  with 
occasional  assistance,  the  total  overhead 
not  exceeding  $2,000.00  per  annum. 

CO-OPERATIVE 
CREDIT  ACT 

Thirty-three  societies  were  in  full 
operation  under  the  Alberta  Co-oper- 
ative Credit  Act,  during  the  year  1926, 
of  which  two  were  formed  during  the 
past  year.  One  society  was  disbanded, 
having  paid  up  all  its  loans. 

The  advances  miade  through  the  socie- 
ties during  the  year  amounted  to  ap- 
proximately $1,000,000;  the  unpaid 
balance  as  at  31st  of  December,  1926, 
amounted  to  $454,287.62,  showing  a  re- 
payment of  approximately  fifty-five  per 
cent.  This  amount  is  secured  by  share 
capital  of  the  members,  of  which 
$86,395.37  is  invested  with  the  Govern- 
ment; central  reserve  account,  amount- 
ing to  $7  522.71 ;  local  reserve  accounts 
built  up  by  each  society;  Mens  on  crops 
grown  or  to  be  grown  by  the  members; 
chattel  liens;  land  liens  covering  the 
interest  that  the  member  may  have  in 
lands  occupied;  Wheat  Pool  Certifi- 
cates covering  the  interim  and  final 
payments  of  wheat  shipped  through  the 
Wheat  Pool;  occasional  car  loads  of 
wheat  in  transit,  etc.  These  safeguards 
make  the  loans  for  the  most  part  sound. 

The  amount  of  the  unpaid  balance 
may  be  accounted  for  to  a  large  extent 
in  the  following  manner:  According  to 
the  Act,  a  society  may  terminate  its 
financial  year  anywhere  from  the  30th 
of  November  to  the  31st  of  March.  The 
Southern  societies  have  preferred  the 
30th  of  November,  having  made  every 
effort  to  pay  all  their  obligations,  and 
during  December  have  acquired  new 
loans  as  against  the  1927  financial 
year.  The  societies  in  the  North  have 
declared  their  year  to  end  as  at  the 
31st  of  January  and  the  31st  of  March, 
in  order  to  allow  the  coarse  grain  to 
be  fed  to  stock  marketed  during  the 
winter  months.  In  some  cases,  farm- 
ers have  purchased  cattle  in  the  late 
fall  to  use  up  the  roughage  around  the 
farm  and  be  sold  in  the  spring.  As 
before  mentioned,  the  Wheat  Pool  Cer- 
tificate will  substantially  reduce  the  bal~ 


Comparative  Statement  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  1927  and  for 
Three  Months  Ending  March  3,  1928 
INCOME  ACCOUNT 


Details 


Revenue 

Estimates  for 
12  Months  3  Months 

ending  ending 
Dec.    31,    1927  Mar.   31,  1928 


Compared  with 
Estimates  Actual 
for  the  for  the 

Year  1926  Tear  1926 


Dominion  of  Canada  __$  2,373  942.20  $1,011,971.10  $  '2  299,435.00  $  2,389,001.36 


Agriculture  Dept.  

Attorney  Gen's  Dept.  

Education  Dept.  

Executive  Council  

Legislation  

Municipal  Affairs  Dept. 
Prov.  Secretary's  Dept. 

Public  Health  Dept  

Public  Works  Dept.  

Railw:ys  and  Telephones 

Dept.  (Rys.  Branch)  

Treasury  Dept.  


349  987.97 
3.350,650.00 
209,860.00 
278,995.00 
3,425.00 
1,991,500.00 
3,072.073.98 
279.975.00 
68,400.00 

1 000.00 
521,337.39 


77,636.00 
668,610.00 
31  610.00 
60;835.00 
25.00 
325,000.00 
796,400.00 
60.000.00 
12,000.00 


115,375.00 


351,870.00 
3,005.160.00 
209,760.00 
351,220.00 
2,000.00 
2,176,500.00 
2,516,785.19 
256,840.00 
78,450.01 

1,500.00 
391,332.20 


300,189.29 
3,108.864.84 
234,592.94 
346.944.20 
* '  1,239.23 
1,999.246.37 
2,690,679.54 
232.369.92 
62.273.9 '. 

1,234.39 
485,492.28 


$12,501,046.54  $3,168,361.10  $11,699,852.89  $11,912,128.27 
Railways  and  Telephones  1 
Dept.  (Tel.  BranCh)_.$  3,3S2,000.00  $  840.600.00  $  2,699.000.00  $  3,090,345.09 

Expenditure 

Public  Debt  $  4,649,679.40  $1,077,830.00  $  4,082,071.54  $  4,236,387.19 


Executive  Council 

Legislation   

Agriculture  Dept.  

Attorney  Gen's  Dept.  

Education  Dept.   

Municipal  Affairs  Dept. 
Prov.  Secretary's  Dept. 
Public  Health  Dept.  __ 

Public  Works  Dept.  

Railw'ys  and  Telephones 
Dept.  (Rys.  Branch) 
Treasury  Dept.  


337,969.00 
187,387.39 
644,776.23 
1,533.201.00 
2  220  975.78 
237,56200 
58.220.00 
1 ,011,984.00 
1,315,804.00 

46,630.00 
230,679.25 


63,621.60 
164,115.00 
173,426  75 
407  074.25 
505,037.50 
50,807.00 
26,516.26 
371,407.50 


463,655.00 
181  806.66 
598,660.50 
1,440,238.25 
2,119.25200 
227,590.00 
54,400.00 
923,344.00 


477,991.65 
174,899.25 
610,752  43 
1,489  349.80 
2,101.946.75 
211  991.29 
54,912.34 
929,191.27 


237,393.50     1,280.293.00  1,317,91Sj31 


11,668.50 
68,752.42 


45,048.00 
261,603.98 


45,273.88 
248,768.58 


$12,474,868.05  $3,137,650.17  $11,677,862.93  $11,894,327.74 
Railw'ys  and  Telephones 

Dept.   (Tel.  Branch)__$  3,361,663.18  $  840,415.79  $  2,876,090.00  $  3,090,346.09 
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ance.  Taken  as  the  whole,  the  year's 
operations  under  the  Act  have  been 
satisfactory.  The  aim  of  the  individual 
societies  as  well  as  the  Association  of 
Co-operative  Credit  Societies  seems  to 
be  to  build  up  Local  and  Central  Re- 
serve Accounts,  sufficient  to  carry  on 
Co-operative  Credit  Societies  without 
the  guarantee  of  the  Government.  This 
in  time  may  materialize. 

ESTIMATES  FOR 
1927  AND  1928 

The  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  the 
fifteen  months  period  which  is  covered 
by  the  Estimates  now  before  the  House 
are  divided  into  two  parts.  1st.  The 
twelve  months'  period  of  the  calendar 
year  1927  and  for  the  first  three  months 
ending  March  31st,  1928.  The  Estimat- 
ed Revenue  for  the  period  ending  De- 
cember 31st,  1927,  is  $12,501,046.34.  The 
estimated  expenditure  for  the  same 
period  is  $12,474,868.05,  leaving  an 
estimated  surplus  for  the  calendar 
year  1927  of  $26,178.49.  For  the  second 
period  into  which  the  estimates  are 
divided,  being  the  first  three  months 
of  1928,  the  estimated  revenue  is 
$3,158,361.10  and  the  estimated  expendi- 
ture $3,137,650.17,  leaving  a  surplus  of 
$20,710.93  for  the  three  months,  so  that 
the  total  surplus  for  the  fifteen  months 
period  ending  March  31st,  1928,  will  be 
$6,889.42. 

On  the  Expenditure  side  we  find  that 
our  estimate  for  the  calendar  year  1927 
exceeds  that  of  the  year  1926  by 
$580,540.31  made  up  as  follows:  Public 
Debt,  which  is  uncontrollable,  exceeds 
1926  by  $413„342,21.  There  is  a  saving 
on  the  Executive  Council  of  $140,022.65 
over  the  Expenditure  of  the  year  1926, 
the  Election  accounting  for  the  differ- 
ence. On  Legislation  there  will  be  a 
slight  advance  of  $12,488.14,  due  to  in- 
crease in  the  total  of  the  indemnity  and 
travelling  expenses  of  members.  There 
is  also  a  greater  expenditure  provided 
for  in  the  Agricultural  Department,  am- 
ounting to  $34,023.80.  This  is  due  chief- 
ly to ,  the  general  growth  of  the  De- 
partment and  particularly  by  Schools  of 
Agriculture. 

The  Attorney  General's  Department 
will  show  a  larger  expenditure  of 
$43,851.20.  This  is  accounted  for  in 
great  part  as  follows,  $25,475.70  in- 
crease in  Mothers'  Allowance  and 
$13,657.16  in  the  Alberta  Provincial 
Police.  Under  Education  there  will  be 
additional  expenditure  of  $119,029.03 
due  for  the  most  part  to  an  increase 
in  School  Grants  of  $94,541.38  and 
$33,900.00  in  Grants  to  the  University. 
Municipal  Affairs  requires  some  $25,- 
570.71  more  than  in  the  previous  year, 
due  to  certain  adjustments  between 
capital  and  income.  The  Provincial 
Secretary's  Department  is  only  slightly 
increased,  and  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  will  need  $82  792.73  more  than 
in  1926.  The  Public  Works  Department 
will  shew  a  saving  of  a  few  thousand 
dollars.  The  Railways  Branch  is  about 
the  same  as  in  1926.  The  Treasury 
Department  shows  a  small  reduction  of 
$13,089.33. 

ESTIMATED  INCREASE 
REVENUE  FOR  1927 

On  the  Revenue  side  for  the  year 
1927,  the  estimated  revenue  is  $12,501,- 
046.54,  an  increase  over  last  year's 
actual  of  $588,918.27.  This  is  account- 
ed for  by  the  following  details:  From 
the  Dominion  Government,  including 
Dominion  Subsidy,  we  shall  receive 
$15,059.16  less  than  last  year  owing  to 


certain  adjustments  due  to  the  recent 
census.  The  Agriculture  Department 
is  estimated  to  produce  $49,798.68  more 
than  in  1926,  due  to  an  expected  in- 
crease of  $5,729.00  in  the  fur  tax  and  to 
fur  farm  leases  which  are  estimated  to 
produce  $27,000.00.  In  the  Department 
of  the  Attorney  General  there  should  be 
an  increase  of  $181,685.16,  mainly  on 
account  of  an  increase  in  succession 
duties  of  approximately  $85,000.00  and 
in  liquor  profits  of  $60,000.00.  In  the 
Education  Department  there  will  be  a 
falling  off  of  revenue  of  $24,732.91 
through  a  decrease  in  Dominion  Sub- 
vention Technical  Education  Act  of 
about  $21,800  and  a  decrease  in  inter- 
est on  loans  to  School  Districts  of 
$7,430.  The  Executive  Council  office  is 
also  less  than  the  previous  year  by 
$67,949.20,  accounted  for  by  a  decrease 
in  the  Mine  Owners'  Tax  of  $73,603.73. 

The  Legislative  Assembly  shows  a 
small  increase.  In  the  Municipal  Af- 
fairs Department  there  is  a  decline  in 
revenue  of  $7,746.37.  The  Provincial 
Secretary's  Department  will  show  a 
considerable  increase  due  to  the  new 
pari-mutuel  tax  which  is  expected  to 
produce  $100,000.00  and  an  increase  in 
the  gasoline  tax  of  lc  per  gallon  which 
will  account  for  a  further  increase  of 
$250,000.00  The  Public  Health  also  ex- 
pect an  increase  of  $47,605.08  account- 
ed for  by  an  increase  of  $15,000  due  to 
the  introduction  of  Travelling  Clinics 
and  also  by  a  further  increase  of  main- 
tenance receipts  from  the  Central  Al- 
berta Sanatorium  of  approximately 
$19,000.00. 

In  the  Public  Works  Department 
there  is  an  expected  increase  ot 
$8,126.09.  The  Railway  Branch  is  about 
the  same  as  previous  years,  while  the 
Treasury  Department  shows  an  increase 
of  $35,845.11  accounted  for  chiefly  by 
an  increase  in  Interest  and  Profits  on 
Investments  of  about  $26,500.00 

I  need  not  recite  the  main  items 
making  up  the  three  months'  period  of 
1928,  as  this  is  not  a  complete  fiscal 
period  and  comparison  with  the  same 
period  of  previous  years  is  therefore 
unimportant.  These  are  the  main  facts 
in  connection  with  this  year's  Budget 
and  I  am 'glad  to  say  that  we  are  once 
more  able  to  estimate  for  a  surplus. 
This  result,  .however,  has  not  been 
brought  about  without  much  paring  of 
votes,  and  even  after  the  controllable 
expenditure  had  been  reduced  to  the 
lowest  possible  amounts  necessary  to 
the  various  services  of  the  Government, 
additional  revenue  had  to  be  found  in 
order  to  make  a  balance. 

CAPITAL  EXPENDITURE 
IN  1927  AND  1928 

On  Capital  Account  the  various  De- 
partments of  the  Government  will  re- 
quire the  total  sum  for  the  calendar 
year  ending  December  31st,  1927,  of 
$5,463,821.82,  a  decrease  of  $354,069.93 
from  the  actual  capital  expenditure  of 
the  year  1926.  In  addition  a  further 
sum  of  $1,088  688.25  will  be  required 
for  the  first  three  months  of  1928. 

On  the  Revenue  side  the  capital  re- 
ceipts in  all  Departments  will  amount 
to  $3,092,054.24  for  the  calendar  year 
1927  as  against  $3,805,539.16  for  the 
year  1926,  showing  a  decrease  of  $773,- 
434.92.  For  the  three  months'  period 
of  1928  the  receipts  are  expected  to 
reach  $701,300.00.  This  would  show  an 
amount  of  $2,759,155.83  to  be  financed 
in  the  current  year  by  capital  borrow- 
ings. 


The  Telephones  capital  requirements 
amount  to  $650,000.00,  which  it  is  ex- 
pected will  be  financed  out  of  funds  on- 
hand. 

REVENUE  FROM 
NEW  TAXATION 

The  estimated  additional  revenue 
from  increased  and  new  taxation  this 
year,  amounts  to  $350,000. 

I  think  it  may  be  said  that  there  is 
no  more  logical  place  to  find  revenue 
for  the  building  and  maintenance  of 
roads  than  from  an  increase  in  the 
gasoline  tax.  One  must  remember  that 
additional  revenue  is  necessary,  not  only 
for  new  highways  but  to  meet  the  larger 
capital  debt  charges,  in  connection  with 
the  heavy  construction  of  the  last  few- 
years. 

You  will  recall  that  the  main  High- 
ways Act  of  1924  provided  for  a  full 
sinking  fund  for  the  extinction  of  bonds 
isued  under  this  Act,  in  a  term  of 
fifteen  years.  Perhaps  it  is  not  real- 
ized exactly  what  this  means,  in  the 
way  of  pi-ovision  for  sinking  funds. 

To  set  up  this  sinking  fund  it  is 
necessary  to  put  aside  annually  an 
additional  4.8  per  cent.  Therefore, 
public  debt  charges  on  this  account 
call  for  a  contribution  of  interest 
and  sinking  fund  of  close  to  10  per 
cent. 

The  tax  on  pari-mutuel  machines  is 
hardly  subject  to  criticism,  as  it  has 
been  in  force  in  many  of  the  Provinces 
for  years.  Neither  can  it  be  argueo. 
that  it  imposes  any  great  burden  on  the 
people  from  whom  the  tax  is  collected. 

From  the  latest  figures  compiled  by 
the  Citizens'  Research  Institute  of 
Canada,  the  percentage  taxation  bears 
to  production  in  the  Province  of  Alberta 
in  recent  years  is  less  than  in  any  Pro- 
vince west  of  Quebec,  notwithstanding 
the  large  calls  that  have  been  made  on 
us  on  account  of  inherited  obligations, 
among  which  the  railways  are  outstand- 
ing. Here  we  have  a  Provincial  Govern- 
ment assuming  and  carrying  a  burden 
that  is  purely  Federal.  This  load  is  be- 
coming so  onerous  that  it  is  interfering 
with  the  legitimate  development  of  the 
Province  in  other  directions.  It  should 
therefore  be  apparent  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada  that  some  relief  should 
be  forthcoming. 

With  the  people  of  Alberta  carrying 
a  per  capita  debt  of  $33.23  for  Rail- 
ways; with  addition  to  the  Bonded 
Debt  annually  of  $2.36  per  capita,  and 
with  $1.47  per  capita  from  the  current 
revenue  of  the  Province  being  absorbed 
for  this  single  service  of  railway,  one 
marvels  at  the  continuance  of  this  mani- 
fest injustice. 

REDUCTION  GREATER 
THAN  TAX  INCREASES 

Despite  the  fact  that  full  publicity 
has  been  given  to  the  reduction  in 
spplementary  revenue  tax  last  year, 
for  some  unexplained  reason  it  seem* 
that  this  has  not  been  entirely  under- 
stood. The  statement  has  been  made 
again  and  again  that  there  has  been 
a  reduction  of  over  30  per  cent,  in 
the  new  equalized  assessment,  and 
as  there  has  been  no  change  made  in 
the  mill  rate  which  is  levied  under 
the  Supplementary  Revenue  Tax  Act, 
it  is  clear  that  there  is  a  potential 
reduction  in  our  revenues  from  that 
source,  to  ihe  extent  of  30  per  cent. 
The  total  equalized  assessment  of  the 
Province  in  1921  amounted  to  $725  - 
886,535,  which,  at  two  mills,  turned 
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an  annual  revenue  of  $1,451,773.  The 
new  assessment  of  1926  totals  $505,- 
205,040,  with  a  corresponding  yield 
of  $1,010,410.  It  can  be  seen  that 
this  translates  itself  into  an  annual 
reduction  in  taxation  amounting  to 
$441,363.  This  is  considerably  more 
than  the  increases  now  proposed. 

HAVE  GONE  FARTHER 
THAN  OTHER  PROVINCES 

There  is  an  area  in  the  south  where 
assessments  have  beien  reduced  about 
80  per  cent.,  apparently  a  fairly  tan- 
gible reduction,  and  yet  in  the  face  of 
all  this,  we  are  being  criticized  for  not 
making  reductions  in  this  tax.  similar 
to  those  being  made  elsewhere,  when 
the  fact  is  that  we  have  gone  farther 
than  is  proposed  in  any  other  Western 
Province. 

TAXATION 

I  have  dealt  previously  with  the  esti- 
mates for  the  present  fiscal  period. 
Any  analytical  study  of  the  contemplat- 
ed increase  must  disclose  that  the 
largest  contributing  factor  to  this 
increase  is  found  in  Public  Debt.  Some 
people  may  say  that  the  remedy  is 
simple  and  obvious,  namely,  that  we 
should  cease  to  'borrow  for  anything 
other  than  refunding. 

If  we  abstain  from  further  borrow- 
ing, we  must  also  terminate  all  capi- 
tal expenditures,  or  make  provision  for 
raising  sufficient  revenue  out  of  income 
account,  to  take  care  of  these  expendi- 
tures which  are  now  charged  to  capital 
Unfortunately,  many  of  our  capital  ex- 
penditures are  fixed  by  the  policies  of 
the  past,  such  as  seed  grain  and  relief, 
Live  Stock  Encouragement  Act,  and 
Railways. 

ONLY  CONTROLLABLE 
CAPITAL  EXPENDITURES 

Practically  the  only  capital  expendi- 
tures which  are  controllable,  are  those 
connected  with  the  construction  of  roads 
and  bridges,  and  in  this  connection  the 
demand  is  not  for  less  expenditure,  but 
for  more. 

In  the  question  of  borrowing  for  rail- 
ways, we  not  only  face  heavy  commit- 
ments for  the  future,  but  in  increasing 
amounts.  It  is  strange  to  hear  people 
advocating  first,  that  we  should  reduce 
the  public  debt,  second,  that  we  should 
reduce  taxes,  and  third,  that  we  should 
increase  expenditures.  Let  anyone  ap- 
ply these  three  principles,  simultaneous- 
ly, to  his  business  or  to  the  conduct  of 
his  private  affairs,  and  we  know  to 
what  it  would  bring  him — and  that — 
very  quickly. 

Odd  as  it  may  seem,  some  people  to- 
day think  that  Governments  are  not 
controlled  by  the  same  inexorable  laws 
as  pertain  to  commercial  life,  and  that 
in  some  occult  way  a  Government  may 
collect  less  money,  spend  more  money 
and  at  the  same  time  reduce  debt. 

PROVISION  FOR 
SINKING  FUND 

In  connection  with  sinking  funds,  we 
find  comparisons  being  made  which  at- 
tempt to  show  this  Province  in  a  poor 
light,  although  a  survey  of  what  is  being 
done  in  other  Provinces  in  this  connec- 
tion in  most  instances  shows  that  they 
fall  far  short  of  the  allotments  being 
made  in  Alberta.  In  the  year  1913  a 
sinking  fund  on  the  basis  of  Vs  of  1 
per  cent,  in  this  Province  was  estab- 
lished. This  has  been  adhered  to  faith 
fully,  from  that  time,  and  in  the  case 


of  highway  bonds,  the  calculation  is 
made  for  complete  retirement  in  fifteen 
years,  making  an  annual  probation  of 
4.8  per  cent. 

Of  other  Canadian  Provinces  there  is 
only  one  where  a  greater  amount  is 
provided,  and  in  some  it  is  very  much 
less.  In  one  Western  Province  a  good 
deal  has  been  made  of  the  fact  that 
they  have  placed  their  repayments  of 
capital  money  in  the  sinking  fund.  In 
this  Province  it  has  been  the  practice 
always  to  decrease  the  borrowings  by 
the  amount  of  the  capital  repayments, 
so  that  there  is  no  difference  what- 
soever in  the  effect  of  these  two  poli- 
cies, except  as  to  method. 

IS  THIS  AN  EXAMPLE 
TO  FOLLOW? 

On  the  other  hand  in  the  Province 
just  referred  to  we  find  that  from  the 
beginning  of  the  years  1922  to  the  end 
of  1926,  with  a  total  bonded  debt  of 
$57,104,641,  the  total  sinking  fund  ap- 
propriation amounts  to  $371,109.70, 
while  in  Alberta  with  a  total  debt  of 
$88,894,665.62,  $1,891,829.39  has  been 
placed  in  sinking  fund,  and  this  despito 
the  fact  that  the  Province  in  question 
is  being  held  up  to  us  as  an  example 
which  we  should  emulate. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  we 
should  be  thoroughly  informed  in  these 
matters,  so  that  we  may  not  malign  our 
own  Province  without  justification,  and 
on  the  basis  of  misleading  information 

THE  MATTER 
OF  IMMIGRATION 

Much  has  been  said  on  the  question 
of  immigration,  opinions  differing  wide- 
ly as  to  its  actual  necessity.  There  can 
be  no  doubt,  however,  that  while  arti- 
ficial aids  to  immigration  are  full  of 
danger,  every  citizen  who  has  a  settled 
occupation  and  especially  one  in  a  posi- 
tion to  produce  new  wealth  of  any  kind 
represents  an  actual  cash  value  to  the 
Province.  It  has  been  said,  "Reduced 
to  an  economic  formula,  human  life 
remains  a  much  more  important  asset 
to  a  community  than  all  its  material 
possession."  The  only  problem  is  to  see 
that  those  who  are  to  make  their  homes 
in  the  Province,  come  with  a  full  know- 
ledge of  the  conditions,  and  with  the 
understanding  that  they  are  not  to  be 
assisted  by  state  aid.  Special  efforts, 
however,  must  be  made  to  see  that 
these  newcomers  are  properly  incorpor- 
ated into  the  social  life  of  the  Pro- 
vince and  that  they  shall  not  become 
a  public  charge.  It  is  to  this  end  that 
the  Provincial  Government  is  co-operat- 
ing with  the  Dominion  and  all  other  im- 
migration organizations  in  the  endeavor 
to  encourage  the  settlement  of  our 
vacant  lands. 

DOUBLE  HONORS 

IN  GRAIN  CHAMPIONSHIPS 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  dealt 
with  a  great  many  topics,  of  varying 
interest,  and  before  concluding,  I  should 
like  to  make  reference  to  an  incident 
which  has  transpired  in  the  past  year, 
which  already  has  received  a  great 
amount  of  attention.  I  refer  to  the 
double  honor  secured  to  this  Province 
in  the  winning  of  the  wheat  and  oats 
championship  at  the  Chicago  Fair. 

To  my  mind  it  is  not  of  so  much 
importance  that  these  two  coveted  re- 
wards come  to  the  same  Province  or  the 
same  fanner.  It  is  time  this  breaks 
ail  precedent,  and  the  Province  of  Al- 
berta is  justly  proud  of  this  achieve- 


ment, but  what  is  more  significant  is 
that  the  eyes  of  the  agricultural  world 
have  been  directed  to  one  portion  of 
our  Province — the  Peace  River  Country, 
which  is  eminently  suited  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  finest  quality  of  grain, 
and  we  should  like  to  say  that  the  area 
in  which  this  grain  is  produced  is  a 
large  one,  and  can  accommodate  many 
thousands  of  settlers. 

This  incident  too,  may  have  a  still 
greater  effect;  namely,  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  Dominion  Government 
the  urgent  necessity  of  providing  an 
outlet  for  this  Northern  granary,  which 
this  Province  has  attempted  to  supply 
with  railway  facilities,  but  which  still 
requires  a  more  direct  outlet  to  the 
Coast  for  the  shipment  of  its  surplus 
products.  This,  then,  may  be  the  bene- 
ficial result  of  the  publicity  that  has 
been  brought  to  this  dis+rict,  and  When 
this  work  has  been  undertaken  and 
completed  millions  will  be  added  to  the 
natural  wealth  of  the  Province,'  and 
the  markets  of  the  world  will  be  linked 
up  with  a  new  area  of  production,  and 
this  is  only  one  corner  of  seventy-two 
million  acres  of  land  capable  of  agri- 
cultural development. 

We  are  indeed,  as  has  been  said,  a 
Province  to  be  envied.  With  72  per  cent, 
of  the  coal  resources  of  the  British 
Empire,  with  thousands  of  square  miles 
of  the  Province  underlain  with  petro- 
leum deposits,  with  this  Province  lead- 
ing the  Dominion  in  the  production  of 
natural  gas,  with  sixty  thousand  square 
miles  of  merchantable  timber,  contain- 
ing pulp  wood  of  the  finest  quality,  with 
illimitable  water  power,  with  miles  of 
bituminous  sands  stretching  along  one 
of  our  Northern  rivers,  and  with  extens- 
ive shale  and  clay  deposits,  building 
stone  and  salt  abundant  in  other  parts 
of  the  Province;  with  inland  fisheries 
that  are  worth  nearly  a  million  of 
dollars  annually — with  all  these  re- 
sources, and  those  that  remain  yet  to 
Ibe  uncovered,  this  Province  bids  fair, 
not  only  to  hold  its  place  among  the 
leading  agricultural  areas  of  Canada, 
but  to  become,  perhaps,  the  richest  and 
most  varied  in  natural  resources  of  any 
Province  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

We  are  justified,  I  think,  in  talking 
of  these  things  and  in  looking  forward 
with  confidence  to  a  time  when  this 
Province  will  find  the  means  for  its  full 
development;  but,  as  has  been  said 
many  times,  we  need  a  larger  popula- 
tion to  develop  it,  a  population  of  the 
right  kind,  capable  of  making  a  place 
among  those  of  our  pioneers  that  from 
time  to  time  have  directed  the  way.  Let 
us  have  settlers  who  can  pass  the  test 
of  average  intelligence,  who  are  capable 
of  hard  work  and  of  sticking  to  the 
land.  When  we  have  absorbed  more  of 
this  type  of  citizen  problems  that  now 
seem  insurmountable  will  disappear. 

 o  

HIGHLY  PAID  LABOR 

(Nebraska  Union  Farmer) 

Lawyers  in  the  reorganization  of  the  Mis- 
souri, Kansas  &  Texas  Railroad,  known  as 
the  "Katy",  charged  $500  a  day  for  their 
services  when  working  a  full  eight-hou"  day, 
and  $65  an  hour  when  working  part  time. 
This  was  hrought  out  in  a  hearing  held  oy 
an  examiner  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  to  ascertain  why  it  cost  so  much 
to  reorganize  the  company.  Lawyers  testi- 
fied that  these  were  reasonable  charges.  "We 
have  heard  a  good  deal  about  the  high 
wages  demanded  by  railroad  unions.  The 
lawyers'  union,  politely  called  the  "Bar  As- 
sociation", has  them  all  backed  off  the  map. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  ALBERTAWHEAT  POOL  HEAD  OFFICE 

Information  for  Members  and  Locals  Edited  by  the  Department  of  Education  and  Publicity  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 


WHEAT  POOL  MEETINGS 


To  be  addressed  by    W.  J.  Jackman: 

Wainwright.  Saturday,  March  26th,  at  8 
p.m.;  Autumn  Leaf  School,  Tuesday, 
March  29th;  Holden  Friday,  April  1st, 
at  2  p.m.;  Boyle,  Tuesday,  ADril  5th.  at 
8  p.m.;  Athabasca,  Thursday,  April  7th, 
at  2:30  p.m. 

C.  Jensen,  Wheat  Pool  Director  for 
Lethbridge  District,  will  address  meet- 
ings as  follows:  Bow  Island.  Monday, 
March  28th,  at  8  p.m.;  Westfield  school, 
Tuesday,  March  29th.  at  2  p.m.;  Hudson 
school,  Tuesday,  March  2ftth,  at  8  p.m.; 
Foremost,  Wednesday,  March  30th.  at  2 
p.m.;  Maleb,  Wednesday,  March  30th  at 
8  p.m.;  Whitla,  Thursday,  March  r.lst, 
at  2  p.m.;  Winnifred,  Thursday,  March 
31st,  at  8  p.m. 

News  and  Views 
of  the  Wheat  Pool 

G.  Parry  is  now  secretary  of  Morrin 
Wheat  Pool  Local  and  S.  Humphries  is 
chairman. 


It  Is  interesting  to  note  that  out  of  a 
total  number  of  36  farmers  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Alberta  Legislature.  32  are 
members  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 


Ardenville  Wheat  Pool  Local  has  been 
organized  with  the  following  officers: 
Secretary,  J.  M.  Shields;  chairman, 
Adam  Burbidge,  both  of  Macleod. 

Rowley  is  included  among  the  list  of 
points  at  which  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool 
contemplates  building  or  acquiring  ele- 
vators this  year.  The  name  was  left  out 
of  the  list  recently  published. 

The  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  expects  to  is- 
sue by  the  end  of  this  month,  the  late 
cheques  for  the  interim  payment.  These 
cheques  are  for  wheat  delivered  after  the 
cut-off. 


Mayor  Webb,  of  Winnipeg,  who  was  in 
Calgary  during  the  past  week,  made  the 
statement,  that  the  Western  Route  is 
going  to  be  a  big  factor  in  solving  the 
problems  of  Western  Canada. 


Plan  to  sow  good  seed  this  spring. 
Canadian  wheat  is  the  best  in  the  world, 
but  if  the  growers  are  careless  about 
the  seed  they  sow,  the  high  quality  of 
our  wheat  will  soon  deteriorate. 


J.  B.  Copeland  of  Youngstown,  writes: 
"If  you  care  to  send  me  along  a  contract 
form  for  another  term  of  years  T  will 
sign  same,  as  I  am  well  satisfied.  I 
was  one  of  the  first  to  join  the  Pool." 


A  despatch  from  London,  England, 
states  that  an  effort  is  being  made  to 
form  a  co-operative  wheat  buying  agency 
to  represent  all  British  and  probably 
some  continental  firms,  in  the  purchase 
of  wheat. 


On  Sunday.  March  13th,  the  Cana- 
dian National  Railway  removed  all  re- 


strictions on  grain,  with  the  exception 
of  flax,  to  lake  head  ports.  The  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Railway  has  been  accept- 
ing grain  on  permits  for  the  lake  head, 
with  no  definite  embargo. 


J.  Jesse  Strang,  Pool  Director  for 
Claresholm  district,  has  been  addressing 
a  number  of  Wheat  Pool  meetings  and 
reports  that  members  as  a  whole  are 
quite  satisfied  with  the  operation  of  the 
Pool  and  willing  to  sign  the  new  con- 
tract when  it  is  sent  out. 


Work  has  started  on  the  enlarging  of 
Terminal  No.  3  at  Vancouver  in  order  to 
increase  its  handling  capacity  from  600,- 
000  bushels  to  1  600  000  bushels.  The 
work  will  cost  about  $650,000.  This  ter- 
minal is  under  lease  to  the  United  Grain 
Growers. 


Additions  to  three  grain  storage  units 
at  Port  Arthur  will  furnish  increased 
capacity  of  2.600.000  bushels.  In  the 
Tnnn  Cit'ps  there  are  34  elevators  and 
their  capacity  will  be  66.450.000  bushels, 
with  the  additions  mentioned.  This  is 
ten  million  bushels  greater  than  the 
capacity  of  the  67  elevators  at  St.  Paul- 
Minneapolis. 


Wheat  growers  are  warned  against  the 
purchase  of  so-called  "mummy"  wheat, 
which  is  often  advertised.  Frequently 
the  statement  is  made  in  these  adver- 
tisements that  "mummy"  wheat  was  dis- 
covered in  an  Egyptian  tomb  and  had 
lain  there  for  four  thousand  years.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  wheat  loses  its  powers 
of  germination  after  a  comparatively 
few  years.  Most  of  this  "mummy"  wheat 
is  really  a  worthless  type  of  Durum. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  maple 
sugar  makers  of  the  Eastern  Townships, 
Quebec,  are  considering  the  formation  of 
a  Sugar  Pool,  to  operate  in  a  similar 
manner  to  the  Wheat  Pool.  A  conven- 
tion to  consider  the  proposition  has  been 
called  and  is  being  held  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Eastern  Townships  Asso- 
ciated Board  of  Trade.  It  is  proposed  to 
include  the  entire  Province  of  Quebec  in 
the  scope  of  the  new  co-operative  ven- 
ture. 


Thirty  Canadian  farmers  have  been 
invited  by  the  American  Farm  Bureau 
Federation,  Chicago,  through  the  Cana- 
dian Wheat  Pool,  to  take  a  two  months' 
tour  of  Europe  on  a  "Co-operative  Pil- 
grimage." The  plan  is  to  visit  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe  where  co-operation  is 
practised  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  to 
make  a  close  study  of  their  methods  of 
operation.  The  party  will  sail  from 
New  York  on  July  30  th,  and  return  to 
Montreal  on  September  25th.  The  cost 
for  each  individual  will  be  about  $1000. 


GARNET    WHEAT  SUSCEPTIBLE 
TO  RUST 

In  tests  conducted  at  the  Rust  Re- 
search Laboratory,  Winnipeg,  Garnet 
did  not  display  any  resistance  to  any 
of  the  seven  physiological  forms  of  stem 
met  used.    Although  this  variety  may 


not  possess  rust  resistance,  it  may  prove 
of  value  in  rust  areas  by  partially  es- 
caping this  disease  owing  to  its  ability 
to  mature  early.  In  strength  of  straw, 
Garnet  appears  to  come  between  Mar- 
ciuis  and  Ruby,  being  slightly  stronger 
than  Ruby,  but  not  quite  so  strong  as 
Marquis.  Under  some  conditions,  how- 
ever, Marquis  shows  distinctly  greater 
strength. 


POOL  RADIO  PROGRAM 


Favorable  comments  have  been  re- 
ceived from  members  of  the  Wheat  Pool 
on  the  programs  being  broadcast  from 
Calgary  and  Edmonton.  From  Calgary 
W.  W.  Grant  and  the  Herald  stations 
broadcast  alternate  weeks  on  Thursday 
evenings,  the  Pool  broadcast  going  on 
the  air  from  the  Herald  from  9:15  to 
9:30  p.m.,  and  from  the  W.  W.  Grant 
station  from  8:45  to  9:00  p.m. 

The    Journal    station    at  Edmonton 
broadcasts  for  the   Pool    on  Monday 
nights  from  8:15  to  8:30  p.m. 

"Listen  in"  on  these  programs  from 
week  to  week. 

 o  

Flashes  From  Radio 
Speech  of  President 
Canadian  Wheat  Pool 

The  following  paragraphs  are  taken 
from  an  address  delivered  by  A.  J.  Mc- 
Phall,  President  of  the  Canadian  Wheat 
Pool,  over  CKCK  radio  station,  Regina, 
recently: 

"Personally,  I  believe  our  success  to 
date  is  as  great  as  any  reasonably  op- 
timistic Pool  man  could  have  anticipated 
three  years  ago." 

*  *  * 

"There  never  has  been  a  farmers'  or- 
ganization in  which  a  larger  percentage 
of  its  members  took  such  a  keen,  live 
interest.  That  fact,  more  than  any  other, 
accounts  for  the  strong,  aggressive, 
healthy  condition  of  the  Wheat  Pool  to- 
day." 

*  •  • 

"The  whole  structure  of  the  Wheat 
Pool  organization  is  based  on  democratic 
control — control  of  all  its  policies  by  the 
individual  memlbers." 

*  *  • 

"The  average  farmer  is  equal  to  and 
just  as  good,  and  probably  just  as  bad, 
as  the  individual  member  of  any  other 
class,  but  in  our  movement  and  in  our 
Wheat  Pool  organization  the  individual 
farmer  is  the  all-important  factor.  On 
him  depends  the  whole  future  of  our 
Wheat  Pool." 

*  *  * 

"The  present  position  the  farmers  of 
this  Province  occupy  in  the  field  of  co- 
operative marketing  is  the  culmination 
of  25  years  of  continuous  organization 
and  educational  activity.  They  have  been 
bold  and  persevering,  regardless  of  oc- 
casional reverses,  in  seeking  to  find  the 
way  to  a  permanently  prosperous  agri. 
culture." 
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GREAT    BULK    OF    WESTRALI  AN 
WHEAT    DELIVERED  THROUGH 
POOL 

The  following  Is  from  a  letter  re- 
cently received  from  West  Australia: 

"Up  to  the  17th  of  January  the 
Westralfan  farmers  delivered  IS.IC.ias 
bushels  of  wheat,  and  of  this  quartlty 
10,870,667  bushels  were  for  the  Pool." 


THE  WHEAT  SITUATION 

A  forecast  that  the  European  demand 
for  wheat,  rye  and  other  food  and  feed 
stuffs  will  continue  large  for  months  to 
come,  has  been  given  by  Alex  Hansen, 
chairman  of  the  Grain  Futures  Commit- 
tee of  the  New  York  Produce  Exchange, 
in  a  survey  of  world  conditions  in  the 
grain  industry.    He  states: 

"A  strengthening  factor  of  the  world's 
market  which  a  great  many  lose  sight 
of,  is  that  the  wheat  exports  from  the 
three  largest  exporting  countries  out- 
side of  the  United  States,  namely,  Can- 
ada, Australia  and  Argentine,  are  well 
controlled  and  not  forced  upon  the 
world's  market  injudiciously.  In  Can- 
ada the  Wheat  Pool  owns  practically  all 
the  surplus  of  Canadian  wheat  and  is  in 
no  way  a  pressing  seller.  The  same  re- 
fers to  the  Australian  Pool,  which  has 
already  disposed  of  a  very  substantial 
part  of  their  surplus.  In  view  of  the 
unfavorable  outlook  for  the  Indian  crop 
and  the  recent  large  demand  from 
Oriental  countries,  it  may  reasonably  be 
expected  that  the  pressure  from  Aus- 
tralia will  be  relatively  light  on  the 
European  markets.  As  far  as  Argen- 
tine is  concerned,  the  grain  exports  from 
that  country  are  practically  in  the  hands 
of  three  to  four  large  export  houses, 
who,  up  to  now,  are  understood  to  have 
sold  40  per  cent,  of  the  exportable  sur- 
plus of  wheat.  This  is  very  significant, 
considering  that  hardly  more  than  two 
months  of  their  crop  year  have  passed, 
and  illustrates  the  enormous  require- 
ments of  the  European  importing  coun- 
tries." 

Research  Director  of 
C.G.A.  at  Tariff 
Hearings 

A.  E.  Darby,  director  of  the  Research 
Department  of  the  Canadian  Council  of 
Agriculture,  is  at  present  at  Ottawa  re- 
presenting the  Council  at  the  hearings 
of  the  Tariff  Advisory  Board.  On  Feb- 
ruary 22nd  and  23rd,  Mr.  Darby  ap- 
peared before  the  Board  in  opposition  to 
the  application  of  the  Horticultural 
Council  for  increased  duties  on  fruit, 
vegetables  and  nursery  stock,  and  in 
support  of  an  application  for  lower 
duties  on  small  electric  light  and  power 
plants.  During  the  present  month  Mr. 
Darby  appeared  in  opposition  to  the 
application  of  the  woollen  manufactur- 
ers who  are  asking  for  an  increase  in 
duties  and  the  raising  of  the  British 
preferential  tariff  to  the  level  of  the 
general  tariff. 

o  

RANKING    AND    CREDIT  RESOLU- 
TION 

Editor,  "The  U.  F.  A.": 

The  amendment  I  offered  to  the  Cen- 
tral Bank  resolution  as  reported  in  "The 
U.  F.  A."  should  have  read:  "Whereas, 
it  is  desirable  to  secure  nationalization 
and  public  control  of  banking  and  credit." 


Also,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the 
amendment  to  the  last  clause  was  with- 
drawn by  the  mover. 

CARL  AXELSON. 

 o  — 

The  U.  F.  A.  Annual  Convention 
in  January  last  unanimously  adopted 
a  resolution  calling  for  the  amendment 
of  the  Canada  Grain  Act  to  permit  ap- 
peals from  an  inspector's  decision  in  re- 
spect to  moisture  content,  as  well  as  to 
grade. 

.  o  ■  

Vernor  Smith  Gives 
Important  Figures  re 
E.D.  &  B.C.  Railway 

In  the  debate  on  the  E.  D.  &  B.  C.  Rail- 
way bill  In  the  Legislature  on  March  11th, 
L.  A.  Giroux.  Grouard  (Liberal)  said  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  offers  tendered  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  road  could  not  be  accept- 
ed and  that  it  had  been  justified  in  refusing 
to  accept  and  to  endeavor  to  carry  on  the 
operation  itself.  He  made  one  reservation, 
however,  and  that  was  dependent  on  the 
result  of  the  Government's  having  proved 
by  good  management  that  it  was  worthy 
of  confidence. 

DON'T  SACRIFICE  PUBLIC 
FOR  FEW  WHOLESALERS 

Mr.  Giroux  thought  the  rate  obtained 
during  the  past  year  or  so  was  good  and 
wanted  the  Government  to  protect  it.  He 
did  not  want  the  rates  to  be  set  in  the 
interests  of  a  few  wholesalers.  With  regard 
to  the  sale  of  the  road,  he  thought  the 
Government  should  recondition  it  before 
making  any  further  endeavors  to  sell.  From 
Westlock  north  was  not  a  wilderness,  and 
Mr.  Giroux  proved  it  by  citing  figures  of 
earnings  in  industries  indigenous  to  the 
country.  .  , 

In  concluding  the  debate  V.  W.  Smith, 
Minister  of  Railways,  pointed  out  that  be- 
fore taking  action  to  terminate  the  agree- 
ment with  the  C.  P.  R.  at  the  expiration 
of  the  lease  to  that  company,  negotiations 
were  entered  into  with  both  transcontin- 
ental lines.  Neither  company  offered  to 
purchase,  but  both  submitted  propositions, 
and  the  Government  felt  that  the  most  fav- 
orable of  these  did  not  outweigh  the  dis- 
advantage which  would  result  if  control 
of  the  railways  was  lost  for  another  term 
of  years. 

Confidence  in  the  potential  resources  of 
the  north  was  one  of  the  reasons  for  re- 
jection of  the  offers  and  the  Minister  was 
personally  of  the  opinion  that  in  a  few 
years  there  would  be  an  operating  sur- 
plus sufficient  to  meet  the  fixed  charges. 
There  had  been  nothing  offered  by  the  com- 
panies to  offset  the  loss  which  would  occur 
from  neglect  and  deterioration  of  the  pro- 
perties. 

Mr.  Smith  stated  that  under  the  plan 
finally  adopted,  the  A.  &  G.  W.  had  for 
the  first  time  been  able  to  make  a  satis- 
factory arrangement  for  the  entrance  of  its 
passenger  traffic  into  the  city  of  Edmon- 
ton, the  company  now  being  given  running 
rights  over  the  C.  N.  R.  tracks  into  that 
company's  station. 

Mr  Smith  pointed  out  that  subject  to  the 
Railway  Commission,  the  Alberta  company 
is  free  to  make  such  arrangements  as  it 
may  find  desirable  for  the  handling  of 
through  business  and  that  to  make  such 
arrangements  with  one  company  while  ex- 
cluding another  was  not  undue  discrimin- 
ation. 

The  question  as  to  whether  complaint? 
by  special  interests  might  or  might  not  be 
well  founded  was  apart  from  the  rights  of 
the  company  to  make  an  agreement  that 
would  bring  in  the  best  possible  returns 
on  the  interchange  of  traffic  and  the  pre- 
sent agreement  was  tbe  best  obtainable 
at  the  time.  If  there  were  complaints,  these- 
should  logically  be  addressed  to  the  Rail- 
way Commission. 
CONFERENCES  WITH 
RAILWAY  COMPANIES 

Mr.  Smith  dealt  fully  with  Mr.  McGilli- 
vray's  complaint  that  the  Government  did 
not  make  sufficient  effort  to  secure  a  Joint 
agreement.  During  Mr.  Greenfield's  Pre- 
miership a  conference  took  place  at  Ottawa 
at  which  George  P.  Graham,  Minister  of 
Railways,  and  other  members  of  the  Feteral 
Cabinet,  as  well  as  the  Presidents  oft  .t&e 


two  transcontinental  railways  and  Mr. 
Greenfield  and  himself,  were  present,  and 
also  John  Callaghan,  General  Manager  of 
the  Alberta  Government  Railways,  for  thef 
purpose  of  determining  if  the  two  big  com- 
panies were  interested  in  the  purchase  of 
the  E.  D.  &  B.  C.  Sir  Henry  Thornton 
and  Mr.  Beatty  both  refused  to  make  offers. 
At  a  later  meeting  in  Edmonton  with  Sir 
Henry  Thornton  and  Grant  Hall,  Sir  Henry 
was  willing  to  arrange  a  joint  operating 
agreement,  but  Mr.  Hall  could  not  then 
answer.  Later  Mr.  Beatty  wrote  Mr.  Green- 
field that  he  could  only  agree  to  one  com- 
pany operation  and  control. 
.  Mr.  Smith  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Calla- 
ghan to  George  Stephen,  C.  P.  R..  at  Win- 
nipeg, to  prove  that  there  had  been  no  dis- 
crimination against  the  people  of  the 
south.  The  letter  referred  to  the  objections 
of  the  Calgary  Board  of  Trade  and  others, 
and  showed  that  it  was  agreed  at  a  con- 
ference with  the  shippers'  representatives 
that  if  certain  arrangements  were  made 
the  objections  would  be  met.  Mr.  Callaghan 
said  as  a  result  of  that  conference  he  under- 
stood that  what  the  Calgary  people  had  in 
mind  chiefly  were  feeders  and  stockers  from 
the  south  destined  for  the  E.D.  &  B.C.  The 
letter  concluded:  "We  desire  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  these  shippers  as  far  as  possible, 
and  subject  to  the  concurrence  of  the  CN  R. 
we  are  willing  that  through  rates  be  estab- 
lished, provided  our  lines  receive  the  same 
revenue  as  they  earn  on  similar  traffic 
handled  in  connection  with  the  Canadian 
National  Railways." 

C.  P.  R.  REFUSES 
REQUEST 

Itemized  requests  were  made  in  the  letter, 
dated  December  23rd,  1926,  and  on  January 
12th  of  this  year,  the  C.  P.  R.  replied,  re- 
fusing, their  chief  objection  being  that  the 
traffic  would  have  to  be  exchanged  through 
the  medium  of  the  C.  N.  R.  To  a  further 
letter  despatched  on  February  1st,  no  reply 
was  received. 

The  Minister  quoted  a  letter  dealing  with 
rates  received  from  W.  A.  Brown,  General 
Superintendent  of  the  C.  N.  R»  In  this 
wheat  carload  rates  from  St.  Paul  de  Metis 
to  Edmonton  are  given  as  17c  per  hundred 
and  from  Edmonton  to  Medicine  Hat  27c. 
Hondo  to  Edmonton  17c.  Edmonton 
to  Medicine  Hat  27%e.  Medicine  Hat  to 
Edmonton,  first  class  rate.  $1.28  per  hund- 
red. Edmonton  to  St.  Paul  de  Metis,  first 
class,  69c  per  hundred.  Medicine  Hat  to 
Edmonton,  $1.28  per  hundred.  Edmonton 
to  Hondo,  69c  per  hundred. 

The  Government,  went  on  Mr.  Smith, 
had  used  every  endeavor  to  make  a 
satisfactory  adjustment  and  Sir  Henry 
Thornton  had  said  in  Calgary:  "I  believe 
the  matter  can  be  adjusted  so  that  no  harm 
may  be  done  to  anyone." 

RATE  ALMOST 
CUT  IN  HALF 

The  export  grain  rate  from  Grande  Prairie 
to  Prince  Rupert  prior  to  November  13,  1926, 
sHd  the  Minister,  was  51  cents,  and  after 
that  date  28  cents. 

The  Government  had  confidence  in  the 
ability  of  the  railways  to  provide  improved 
service  in  the  north,  and  the  fact  that  the 
E.  D.  and  B.  C.  since  the  change  of  manage- 
ment in  November  had  transported  over 
3,500,000  bushels  of  grain,  an  increase  of  GO 
per  cent,  over  the  previous  high  record  for 
th corresponding  period,  showed  that  their 
confidence  had  a  sound  basis. 

Answering  Mr.  Webster's  charges  that  the 
Government  had  spent  more  money  per  mile 
of  new  construction  as.  compared  with  some 
previous  costs,  Mr.  Smith  pointed  out  that 
any  comparison  which  did  not  take  into  ac- 
count all  factors  was  manifestly  unfair.  Mr. 
Webster  had  charged  that  the  cost  of  the 
■extension  of  the  L.  and  N  W  line  was 
$28,700  rer  mile,  while  the  guarantee  of  the 
E.  D.  and  B.  C.  had  been  $20,000. 

"This  comparison  is  useless",  said  the  Min- 
ister, "as  the  E  D.  and  B.  C.  was  constructed 
through  a  very  flat  and  level  country  with 
an  average  of  15  000  cubic  yards  per  mile, 
whereas  the  L.  and  N.  W.  extension  was 
hiuilt  through  a  heavv  hroken  country,  with 
an  average  of  24.200  yards  per  mile."  More- 
over, the  E.  D.  and  B.  C,  after  advances 
under  the  bond  guarantee  were  exhausted, 
was  still  largely  incompleted,  54  miles  of 
grade  not  having  a  foot  of  track  laid  on  it, 
and  most  of  the  tra  ck  being  only  partially 
ballasted. 

"I  may  sa.y,"  added  Mr.  Smith,  "that  the 
cost  of  the  Pembina  A/alley  Railway  is  ap- 
proximately $29,000  par  mile,  but  there  l> 
every  reason  to  beliefs  that  the  final  cost 
of  this  railway  will  t?«  below  the  •stimatea 
cost."  l 
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The  Terrible  Extravagance  of  the 

Farm  People! 

The  Remarkable  Discovery  of  One  of  the  Speakers  at  the  Credit  Societies'  Con- 
vention— More  Work  and  Less  Schooling  for  the  Children  Is  Prescribed  as 
One  of  the  Remedies  for  the  Problems  of  Alberta  Farmers 


Dear  Farm  Women: 

As  I  said  once  before,  it  is  interestinc; 
to  get  someone  else's  point  of  view.  I 
am  therefore  going  to  quote  two  para- 
graphs from  an  address  I  read  recently. 
This  address  was  delivered  by  a  Mr. 
John  S.  Smith  at  the  Alberta  Provincial 
Association  of  Co-operative  Credit  So- 
cieties Convention  held  in  Edmonton  In 
January  of  this  year.  I  am  doubtless 
showing  myself  a  dreadful  ignoramus 
when  I  confess  myself  woefully  ignor- 
ant of  this  organization  and  its  opera- 
tions, but  while  I  know  little  of  its  aims 
and  objects,  I  was  extremely  interested, 
as  I  said,  in  this  address,  which  con- 
tained some  excellent  things. 
MR.  SMITH'S 
INTERESTING  IDEAS 

No  doubt  this  address  in  its  entirety 
can  be  obtained  from  this  organization, 
but  I  shall  quote  two  paragraphs  which 
I  thought  would  be  of  great  interest  to 
the  United  Farm  Women,  and  indeed  to 
all  farm  women  of  the  Province. 

"There  must  be  a  readjustment  on 
the  part  of  the  agriculturist,  a  chan- 
ging of  attitude,  abolition  of  the  pre- 
sent false  standards.    Men  must  ad- 
just themselves  to  conditions.  Gov- 
ernments can  help  by  reducing  the  in- 
terest rate,  by  extending  credit  oc- 
casionally to  more  producers  and  by 
the  conducting  of  experimental  farms 
and  the  publication  and  dissemination 
of    so    much    valuable  information, 
which  has  been  so  admirably  done  in 
Canada.    Financial    institutions  can 
help  in  various  ways,  but  each  man 
must  help  himself.   There  must  be  a 
curtailing  of  expenses,  less  extrava- 
gance, more  persistent  and  continu- 
ous labor  on  the  part  of  the  agricul- 
turist, less  hired  help,  which  is  gener- 
ally expensive  as  well  as  inefficient, 
shorter  and    less    strenuous  school 
terms.    This  latter  item  is  very  im- 
portant.   Children,  for  instance,  must 
be  granted  the  opportunity  to  learn 
how  to  work  physically,  how  to  learn 
to  save  money  to  help  defray  part  of 
the  expense  of  their  own  scholastic 
training,  rather  than  the  continuous 
"cramming"  for  ten  months  in  each 
year,  which  excessive  strain  leaves 
the  scholar  worn  mentally  and  physi- 
cally, with  the  thought  uppermost  in 
his  mind  that  he  must  seek  a  pleas- 
ure resort  for  a  vacation  in  which  to 
recuperate  the  other  two  months.  The 
standard  is  false,  instead  of  a  child 
being  trained  to  serve  and  help  his 
parents  his  parents  become  slaves  to 
him.    The  purchase  of  fewer  and  less 
expensive  cars,  more  work,  less  'joy 
riding',  fewer  radios  and  other  ne- 
cessities.  The  annual  expense  in  cars 
in  depreciation  and  cost  of  operation 
varies  from  $300  to  $1,000,  but  'ap- 
pearances must  be  kept  up'.    If  ap- 


pearances are  kept  up,  expenses  can- 
not be  kept  down." 
Now,  I  am  very  sorry  not  to  know 
Mr.  Smith  and  to  know  where  he  has 
farmed,  as  he  doubtless  must  have  since 
he  knows  so  much  about  it  (although  I 
did  hear  it  rumored  he  was  a  banker) 
there  are  so  many    questions    I  should 
like  to  ask  him. 
IS  THIS  FOR 
FARMERS  ONLY? 

Firstly,  I  should  like  to  know  if  his 
suggestion  of  the  children  going 
to  school  for  a  shorter  term  and  work- 
ing more  at  home,  is  to  apply  to  the 
children  of  farmers  only,  or  is  it  to  be 
a  national  measure?  My  experience 
with  country  life  in  Alberta  may  be  ex- 
tremely unfortunate,  but  I  have  lived 
fourteen  years  on  a  farm  here  and 
taught  school  before  in  a  widely  differ- 
ent part  of  the  Province,  and  my  ex- 
perience is  that  the  farm  children  were 
as  a  rule  over-worked  and  have  far  too 
little  opportunity  for  sport  or  pleasure. 
They  seem  to  start  "going  for  the 
cows"  or  some  such  work  at  about  six 
years  of  age  and  their  chores  increase 
until  at  every  opportunity  they  are  do- 
ing a  man's  work  long  before  they  attain 
that  state. 

I  never  fail  to  notice  the  difference 
between  the  life  of  the  almost  chore  free 
city  child  and  the  chore  ridden  country 
child.  Not  that  I  am  advocating  com- 
plete idleness  by  any  means,  but  there 
is  a  happy  medium.  Nor  am  I  insisting 
that  every  country  child  is  overworked 
and  every  city  child  idle.  I  am  stating 
what  I  have  noticed  as  the  general  thing. 

Then  also,  dear  women,  please  bear 
in  mind  the  other  instructions  for  the 
ideal  farm  life:  "Less  extravagance, 
more  persistent  and  more  continuous 
labor  on  the  part  of  the  agriculturist. 
Fewer  cars,  more  work,  more  work,  less 
joy  riding,  fewer  radios  and  other  ne- 
cessities" (not  luxuries,  note,  but  neces- 
sities). "If  appearances  are  kept  up, 
expenses  cannot  be  kept  down." 

I  have  always  felt  that  the  farmers 
have  many  shortcomings  and  some  which 
apply  more  particularly  to  them  as  a 
class,  but  to  me,  they  were  as  a  class, 
more  free  from  the  folly  of  trying  to 
keep  up  appearances  than  any  other. 
EVIDENTLY  NOT  IN 
THE  WHEAT  POOL 

The  second  paragraph  which  interest- 
ed me  almost  as  much  reads: 

"The  farming  must  be  more  diver- 
sified. Seven  or  eight  months'  labor 
and  four  or  five  months'  idleness  are 
incompatible.  Returns  coming  in  in 
the  fall  only  and  from  one  source  are 
too  risky."  (Evidently  he  isn't  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Wheat  Pool.)  "There  are 
men  in  this  Province  today  realizing 
from  two  to  five  thousand  dollars  an- 
nually from  hogs,  besides  the  returns 


from  crops,  others  realizing  from  five 
hundred  to  two  thousand  dollars  from 
turkeys,  and  from   $60   to   $70  per 
month  from  100  hens  with  a  capital 
outlay  of  less  than  $150  and  one  houi 
per  day  attention  divided  between  the 
morning  and  evening.    Hundreds  are 
making  a  living  from  strawberry,  beet, 
corn,  and  potato    cultivation.  Some 
men  are  lifting    mortgages    by  hay 
growing,  etc.    If  more  of  the  above 
mentioned  productions  were  resorted 
to  market  conditions  would  be  betteit 
and  wheat  would  be  more  scarce." 
Only  recently  I  heard  a  grain  farmer 
talking  of  the  pros  and  cons  of  mixed 
farming,  and  of  bankers,  etc.,  being  so 
keen  on  mixed  farming,  he  added:  "It 
has  one  great  advantage,  it  makes  sure 
of  the  women  and  children  doing  more 
work."    I  must  confess  that  until  that 
moment  I  had  not  thought  of  that,  but 
on  going  over  the  matter  in  my  mind,  I 
realized  that  in  many  cases  that  is  what 
it  was.    Think    of    the  women  of  the 
Province  who  are  the  milkers,  the  poul- 
try keepers,  who  help  with  the  garden 
and  the  various  chores    of    the  mixed 
farm.    Also  note  that  in  the  previous 
paragraph  which  I  quoted,    this  same 
gentleman  admonishes  the    farmers  to 
keep  less  hired  help,  so  it  really  looks 
to  me  as  if  we  might  have  to  help  out 
a  bit  more  before  we  are  doing  our  duty. 
FARM  WOMEN  FAILING 
IN  THEIR  DUTY  (?) 

Evidently  we  as  farm  women  are  fail- 
ing in  our  duty,  in  the  eyes  of  some,  we 
have  not  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel, 
we  have  had  too  much  joy  riding,  unless 
of  course  our  husbands  did  the  joy  riding 
alone  in  their  unnecessary  cars;  we  have 
set  a  wrong  standard  of  luxurious  life 
and  extravagance,  we  have  encouraged 
uselessness  in  our  children  and  laziness 
in  our  husbands. 

But  there  is  one  thing  more  I  would 
like  to  ask  Mr.  Smith,  if  his  ideals  of 
More  Work,  Fewer  Cars,  Fewer  Radios, 
More  Work  for  the  Children  and  Less 
School  for  Them,  were  carried  out,  how 
many  of  the  farm  girls  of  today  would 
want  to  marry  and  live  on  the  farm, 
how  many  boys  follow  the  occupation 
of  their  fathers? 

I  hope,  however,  this  has  given  you 
food  for  thought,  and  that  you  know  Mr. 
Smith's  opinion  of  the  farmers. 

"U.  F.  W.  A." 


NEW  OFFICERS  OF  COMMERCE 
U.  W.  F.  A. 

Mrs.  T.  F.  Crofts  and  Mrs.  Fred  John- 
son were  elected  officers  of  a  new  U.  F. 
W.  A.  Local  organized  at  Commerce  by 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Carlson  on  February  10th. 
After  organization  was  effected,  re- 
freshments were  served  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Crofts. 

EIGHTEEN  MEMBERS— ALL 
WORKERS 

"We  haven't  done  any  big  things  but 
the  good  fellowship  that  prevails  at  all 
our  meetings,  the  good  social  times  we 
have,  makes  our  Local  worth  while  if 
there  was  nothing  else,"  writes  Mrs.  F. 
Smakley,  secretary  of  Fairdonian  Val- 
ley U.  F.  W.  A.  Local.  "We  have 
eighteen  members — all  workers.  We 
sent  delegates  to  the  Annual  Conven- 
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tion  last  year  and  to  the  two  nominat- 
ing conventions.  We  subscribed  to  the 
local  fair  funds  and  to  the  U.  F.  A. 
Trust  fund,  and  sent  a  parcel  of  cloth- 
ing to  Sunshine. 

"During  the  year  we  enjoyed  papers 
on  gardening  and  home  nursing  by  Mrs. 
Scott  and  Mrs.  Weber,  and  Mrs.  C. 
Wood  gave  a  demonstration  of  raffia 
work." 

 o  

RAYMOND  U.  P.  W.  A.  HAS  32 

MEMBERS 
Raymond  U.  F.  W.  A.  recently  enjoy- 
ed a  visit  from  Mrs.  Carlson,  constitu- 
ency director,  the  occasion  being  a 
meeting  and  social  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
King.  This  Local  has  now  32  members. 
 o — — i  

ENDED  YEAR  WITH  GOOD  CASH 
BALANCE 

Berrywater  U.  F.  W.  A.  concluded  a 
very  successful  year  with  a  cash  balance 
of  $106.35.  Although  only  nineteen  in 
number,  over  $90  was  contributed  to 
needy  institutions  and  other  causes.  The 
program  is  now  being  arranged  for  the 
present  year,  which  the  members  expect 
to  be  the  best  yet. 

 o  1  

OFFICERS  PEMBINA  LOCAL 

Officers  of  Pembina  U-F.A.  Local  for 
1927  are:  W.  E.  Green,  president;  Mrs. 
E.  M.  Belley,  vice-president,  and  J. 
Barker,  secretary. 

 o  

TOWNS  AND  VILLAGE  ACTS  BE- 
FORE THE  LEGISLATURE 
(Continued  from  page  5) 
in  Canada,  and  several  members  could 
see  no  reason  why  this  exemption  was 
confined  to  Canadian  only.  Mr.  GiLbs 
Edmonton,  moved  that  the  words  "pub- 
lished in  Canada"  should  be  struck  out. 
After  some  discussion  the  motion  carried. 

Another  little  flurry  arose  over  the 
requirement  that  the  official  records  of 
the  town  council  shall  be  kept  "in  the 
English  language,"  and  again  Mr.  Giroux 
wanted  to  know  why  the  French  lan- 
guage, which  was  an  official  Canadian 
language,  should  be  barred  to  such  towns 
as  happened  to  be  so  situated  that  French 
was  the  general  language. 

The  Minister  pointed  out  that  he 
was  saddled  with  the  responsibility  of 
supervision,  and  while  there  were  some 
members  of  the  Department  who  could 
use  both  languages,  there*  were  only 
three  inspectors,  and  it  was  imperative 
that  the  work  of  inspection  be  facilitated. 
There  was  no  objection  to  the  keeping 
of  the  records  in  French,  provided  that 
one  copy  be  also  furnished  in  English. 
All  the  business  transactions  carried  on 
by  the  council  would  be  dealt  with  in 
these  records,  and  it  was  therefore  ne- 
cessary that  the  inspectors  be  able  to 
efficiently  scrutinize  them  in  English 
The  clause  was  held  over  for  consider- 
ation. 

In  reply  to  0.  Y.  Weaver,  Edmonton 
(Conservative),  the  Minister  said  that  no 
representations  had  been  made  by  any 
municipality  with  regard  to  the  clauses 
giving  the  telephones  and  telegraphs  de- 
partment power  to  construct  and  main- 
tain their  lines  through  the  town. 

Clauses  of  a  peculiar  nature  were  add- 
ed to  the  Village  Act,  but  were  held  ovei 
for  full  consideration  by  the  legal  officers 
of  the  Government.  It  was  held  that 
such  clauses  might  be  ultra  vires  of  the 
Province.  The  clauses  were  as  follows: 
The  council  may  pass  a  bylaw  regu- 
lating the  rate  of  speed  of  railway  trains, 


engines,  cars  and  tramways  along  or 
across  any  of  the  streets,  lanes  or  ave- 
nues of  the  town  and  preventing  the 
obstruction  of  any  streets,  lanes  or  av«- 
nues  by  leaving,  keeping  or  allowing  to 
stand  thereon  any  engine,  train,  car 
or  cars,  or  truck  for  a  longer  period 
than  five  minutes  at  a  time  and  pre- 
venting the  loading  or  unloading  of  any 
car  or  truck  alongside  or  from  any  street 
crossing  or  sidewalk  in  the  town  and 
blowing  whistles  or  ringing  of  bells  while 
the  engine  is  going  along  or  across  any 
street,  lane  or  avenue  except  under  con- 
ditions mentioned  in  such  bylaw  and  Im- 
posing a  penalty  for  t>reach  of  such  by- 
law of  not  more  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

In  any  proceedings  taken  for  infrac- 
tion of  bylaws  passed  under  the  pre- 
ceding section,  service  of  necessary  docu- 
ments upon  any  resident  employee  of 
the  railroad  shall  be  good  service  upon 
the  owners  of  the  railroad,  and  any  of 
the  persons  in  charge  of  the  engine,  car, 
truck  or  train  as  well  as  the  railroad 
company  shall  be  liable  for  the  penalty 
provided  in  the  bylaw  and  proceedings 
may  be  taken  against  any  of  them. 

 o  

Shaw  Opens  Criticism 
of  Budget— U.F.A. 
Members  Reply 

Shield   of   Macleod   in   Able  Analysis 
Shows  Causes  of  Increase  in  Public 
Debt — Shaw  Amendment  Wins  Only 
Four  Votes 


THURSDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  17.— Charging 
that  the  Government  of  the  day  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta,  in  spite  of  expand- 
ing and  increasing  revenue,  had  failed 
to  provide  for  reduction  in  taxation,  but 
had-  rather  indicated  tax  increases, 
Captain  Joseph  T.  Shaw,  Liberal  leader, 
led  off  the  grand  march  of  the  oppo- 
sition terpsichoreans  in  the  annual 
dance  around  the  budget  in  the  legisla- 
tive halls  today. 

Mr.  Shaw  ridiculed  the  idea  of  a 
surplus  either  this  year  or  last,  stating 
that  the  claim  to  that  effect  was  "a 
sham  and  a  delusion."  He  came  to  this 
conclusion  by  the  same  means  as  his 
predecessor,  the  argument  that  a  Do- 
minion subvention  for  highways  had 
been  placed  in  income  account  instead 
of  in  capital. 

Mr.  Shaw  made  numerous  compari- 
sons between  the  different  Provinces  to 
show  that  Alberta  was  second  highest 
with  regard  to  the  per  capita  amount 
of  public  debt.  "For  every  man,  wo- 
man and  child  in  Alberta,  the  public 
debt  amounts  to  609;  in  Saskatche- 
wan, 1.43;  in  Manitoba,  4.14  and  in 
British  Columbia  (the  highest)  8.10," 
he  contended.  With  reference  to  the 
reduction  of  this  indebtedness  he  said 
this  Province  stood  alone  in  the  very 
unenviable  position  of  having  made  no 
effort  in  that  direction. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  speech  Mr. 
Shaw  moved  an  amendment,  which  was 
voted  on  after  three  other  speakers  had 
participated,  being  rejected  by  a  vote 
of  44  to  4.  Conservatives  and  Labor 
voted  with  the  Government  forces. 

Mr.  Shaw  contended  that  the  Provin- 
cial Treasurer's  speech  had  shown  that 
there  had  been  a  heavy  increase  in 
the  public  debt;  that  there  had  been 
expanding  and  increasing  revenues; 
constantly  rising  expenditures,  and  no 


tax  reduction  but  rather  an  increase. 
Quoting  the  funded  and  unfunded  debt 
figures,  he  argued  that  this  Province 
stood  second  with  regard  to  the  amount 
of  per  capita  debt,  B.  C«  being  the  ex- 
ception. 

CITES  EXAMPLES 

OF  OTHER  PROVINCES 

Mr.  Shaw  argued  that  other  Provinces 
were  reducing  their  expenditures  and 
taxation,  this  being  especially  true  of 
Saskatchewan  and  Ontario,  the  burden 
of  taxation  having  been  reduced  by 
$2,400,000  in  Ontario  and  by  almost  as 
much  in  our  neighboring  Province. 

Analyzing  Alberta's  revenue  require- 
ments over  a  term  of  years,  Mr.  Shaw 
said  that  the  total  was  $8,486,000  in 
1921;  $9,324,000  in  1922;  $10,415,000 
in  1923;  $11,530,000  in  1925;  $11,912,- 
000  in  1926  and  $12,501,000  in  1927.  He 
considered  this  constant  increase  alarm- 
ing. For  each  dollar  of  revenue  taken 
in,  35  cents  went  for  public  debt;  18.35 
cents  went  for  education;  14.66  cents 
went  for  legislation,  etc.;  8.38  cents  for 
administration  of  justice;  5.00  cents 
for  agriculture  and  such  work;  13  cents 
for  public  health,  and  4.53  cents  for 
highways,  in  round  figures. 

The  Liberal  leader  said  that  the  tax- 
ation dollar  was  made  up  of  20.5  from 
the  Dominion;  42.83  from  taxation; 
10.54  from  fines  and  licenses;  10.26 
from  miscellaneous,  and  16.29  from 
liquor  profits. 

The  only  three  Departments  in  the 
Government  to  show  a  decrease  in  ex- 
penditure this  year,  Mr.  Shaw  noted, 
were  Railways,  Treasury  and  Public 
Works,  a  total  decrease  of  $16,000  be- 
ing estimated.  Against  this  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, Education,  Municipal  Affairs,  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  and  Public  Health 
were  to  require  $227,000  more  than  last 
year.  In  Saskatchewan  the  great  bulk 
of  the  annual  revenue  went  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  fundamental  public  ser- 
vices, 36  cents  of  every  dollar  raised 
being  devoted  to  education,  whereas  in 
Alberta  only  18  cents  was  granted.  This 
meant  that  Calgary,  for  instance,  re- 
ceived only  five  cents  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  every  dollar  raised  by  the  city 
for  secondary  education,  while  Regina 
and  Saskatoon  received  25  to  28 
cents  on  the  local  dollar  from  the  Prov- 
ince. Nor  did  Saskatchewan  have  an 
amusement  or  gasoline  tax.  Manitoba, 
too,  had  made  substantial  tax  cuts. 

DESCRIBES  SURPLUS 
AS  "SHAM" 

The  pre-election  surplus  of  the  Al- 
berta Government,  Mr.  Shaw  declared, 
vehemently,  was  very  clearly  a  sham. 
The  Dominion  highways  subvention  was 
turned  into  general  revenue  account  in- 
stead of  capital  account,  "merely  as  a 
pre-election  dodge."  Nor  would  1927 
give  an  honest  surplus  because  deferred 
revenues  amounting  to  $431,000  were 
being  used  to  provide  this  surplus,  as 
was  a  sum  of  $66,458.73  on  monies 
earned  in  previous  years,  but  carried 
into  1927.  When  Hon.  Mr.  Reid  declared 
the  decrease  in  supplementary  taxation 
was  $200,000  this  year,  Mr.  Shaw  said 
that  the  actual  deficit  for  this  year 
would  be  far  in  excess  of  the  $26,000 
surplus  which  was  forecasted. 

"If  there  was  a  real  surplus  why  not 
a  tax  reduction  like  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment carried  into  effect  when  it  had 
a  surplus?"  asked  Mr.  Shaw.  "Why  is 
it  necessary  to  expand  the  revenue  by 
heavier    and  new    taxation?    I  make 
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these  observations  for  no  idle  purpose, 
but  to  endeavor  in  some  way  to  impress 
upon  this  Government  the  urgent  need 
of  cutting  down  the  cost  of  administra- 
tion in  this  Province." 

Not  only  other  governments  in  Can- 
ada, but  municipal  government  in  Al- 
berta had  been  able  to  curb  the  grow- 
ing tax  load.  Mr.  Shaw  cited  the  case 
of  Calgary  as  an  example,  where  rigid 
measures  proved  effective. 

"I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Province  fails  to  realize 
the  benefits  to  industry  and  general 
production  which  would  follow  a  seri- 
ous attempt  to  reduce  the  demand  for 
taxation  which  the  people  have  respond- 
ed generously  to  in  the  past,"  said  Mr. 
Shaw,  in  conclusion,  after  which  he 
moved  the  following  amendment: 

"Whereas  the  financial  statements 
presented  show  rapidly  expanding  rev- 
enues derived  from  taxation,  and  indi- 
cate governmental  expenditures  mount- 
ing from  year  to  year,  and  in  addition 
show  an  alarming  increase  in  the  pub- 
lic debt; 

"And  whereas  existing  conditions 
clearly  indicate  the  urgent  necessity 
for  substantial  reductions  in  provincial 
taxation, 

"This  house  regrets  that  the  finan- 
cial statements  presented  fail  to  dis- 
close evidence  of  any  economies  neces- 
sary to  make  such  tax  reductions  pos- 
sible, and  likewise  fail  to  indicate  any 
government  policy  designed  to  secure 
and  promote  economy  in  administration 
and  thereby  relieve  the  burden  of  taxa- 
tion in  this  Province." 

MATHESON  CALLS  FOR 
CONSTRUCTIVE  LEGISLATION 

A.  M.  Matheson,  Vegreville  (U.F.A.) 
deplored  destructive  criticism.  It  would 
have  been  better,  he  contended,  if  con- 
structive suggestions  had  been  offered. 
It  did  not  matter  to  him  whether 
money  was  taken  out  of  one  pocket 
and  placed  in  another.  What  did  mat- 
ter was  how  to  get  rid  of  the  awful 
burden  of  debt.  This  could  only  be 
done  by  natural  increase  in  revenue, 
increased  taxation,  or  decreased  ser- 
vices. The  latter  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  second  undesirable.  The 
larger  percentage  of  the  debt  burden 
was  uncontrollable,  and  a  good  many 
grants  for  such  services  as  education 
had  doubled,  even  trebled  since  1918. 
The  railways  were  an  almost  unbear- 
able burden,  and  he  assured  the  As- 
sembly that  he  for  one  would  welcome 
the  customer  hinted  at  by  the  leader 
of  the  Conservative  party  recently. 

John  Irwin,  Calgary  (Cons.),  made 
his  contribution  briefly  and  forcibly 
with  the  suggestion  that  immigration 
be  encouraged  and  that  definite  aid  in 
the  shape  of  assistance  to  settlers  in 
the  matter  of  investment  in  land  for 
homemaking  be  given.  This  assistance 
was  not  financial  but  of  an  advisory 
nature. 

A  LONG  PLEA  FOR 
SHORT  SPEECHES 

A.  G.  Andrews,  Sedgewick  (U.  F.  A.), 
also  took  part  in  the  debate,  as  did  M. 
J.  Connor,  Warner  (U.  F.  A.)  The  lat- 
ter made  a  plea  for  short  speeches,  and 
then  held  the  floor  for  forty-five  min- 
utes in  detailing  the  conditions  of  the 
farmers  in  the  southern  areas.  Mr. 
Connor  complimented  the  Government 
on  the  work  of  the  Debt  Adjustment 
Bureau,  and  advocated  the  same  treat- 
ment of  the  southern  farmers  as  was 
accorded  those  in   the   East   area.  He 


thought  that  the  funding  of  taxes  and 
the  re-adjustment  of  seed  grain  relief 
and  long  term  loans  was  necessary, 
with  careful  supervision. 

He  also  spoke  on  immigration,  cli- 
matic conditions,  the  possibilities  of  the 
south  east,  and  the  conservation  of  oil. 

A.  G.  Andrews,  Sedgewick  (U.  F.  A.), 
offered  a  number  of  constructive  sugges- 
tions with  regard  to  the  problems  facing 
the  people  of  the  Province.  He  deplored 
the  fact  that  it  took  one-third  of  the 
annual  revenue  to  meet  the  fixed  char- 
ges on  the  public  debt,  and  said  that 
while  it  was  necessary  and  proper  for 
a  young  Province  to  borrow  capital  to 
build  up  its  services,  any  business, 
whether  farming,  manufacturing  or  the 
administration  of.  public  affairs  which 
was  saddled  with  debt  was  hampered  in 
its  operation  and  progress. 

In  reply  to  the  question  as  to  what- 
could  be  done  to  remedy  the  situation, 
Mr.  Andrews  said  that  the  answer  was 
to  increase  the  population  and  thereby 
increase  revenue.  The  action  of  the 
Government  in  opening  an  immigration 
office  in  London  was  commendable  and 
justifiable.  It  was  just  as  necessary 
to  see  that  newcomers  were  properly 
established  as  it  was  to  obtain  them. 
Not  only  should  the  bringing  of  land 
under  settlement  be  attempted  but  at- 
tention should  also  be  given  to  indus- 
trial development. 

RESOURCES  OF 
THE  PROVINCE 

There  was  in  this  Province  an  indus- 
trial Research  Council  which  had  been 
doing  splendid  work  along  the  lines  of 
industrial  investigation.  We  had  also  a 
trade  commissioner,  who  was  doing  very 
important  work  in  trying  to  obtam 
markets  for  coal  as  well  as  investigat- 
ing the  possibility  of  the  establishment 
of  industries.  Power  was  the  chief  re- 
quisite for  the  development  of  the  tre- 
mendous resources  at  disposal  of  this 
Province.  With  the  vast  resources  of 
coal  and  water  there  was  no  reason 
why  raw  material  could  not  be  brought 
here  for  manufacture,  the  raw  silk 
read  about  in  the  press  which  was  said 
to  be  speeding  east  could  just  as  well 
be  unloaded  at  Edmonton  and  manu- 
factured here.  The  great  increase  of 
the  wool  growing  industry,  the  devel- 
opment of  the  process  whereby  paper 
can  be  made  from  straw,  would  provide 
manufacturing  opportunities  in  the 
future.  The  latter  would  employ  more 
labor,  provide  the  farmer  with  a  mar- 
ket for  waste  product,  help  develop  the 
salt  industry  as  great  quantities  were 
used  in  the  paper  making  process,  and 
the  development  for  the  same  purpose 
of  the  sodium  sulphite  lakes,  and  the 
material  consumption  of  coal. 

The  tar  sands,  hemp  for  binder 
twine,  were  other  possibilities,  while 
by-products  from  the  coal  supplies 
would  be  a  profitable  source  of  busi- 
ness. "I  want  to  impress  upon  the 
members  of  this  Legislature,"  went 
on  Mr.  Andrews,  "how  vital  and  im- 
portant it  is  that  we  should  think  over 
very  seriously  the  possibilities  of  in- 
dustries, and  do  something  worth  while 
to  help  in  establishing  them." 

Much  harm  had  been  done,  Mr.  An- 
drews contended,  by  people  in  the  old 
country  being  persuaded  to  invest  their 
money  in  fictitious  townsites  and  doubt- 
ful ventures,  and  he  counselled  the  use 
of  Mr.  Greenfield's  services  to  combat 
this  harmful  practice  and  tell  the  truth 
about  Alberta  investments.  Mr.  An- 
drews was  also  in  favor  of  larger  school 


units,  such  as  the  municipal  school  dis- 
trict, as  the  means  whereby  rural  chil- 
dren would  receive  a  better  education. 

SHIELD  SHOWS  CAUSES 
OF  DEBT  INCREASE 

W.  H.  Shield,  Macleod,  at  the  even- 
ing session,  analysed  the  statements  of 
the  Liberal  leader.  While  Mr.  Shaw  had 
contended  that  the  administration  of 
this  Province  compared  unfavorably 
with  that  of  other  Provinces,  especially 
Saskatchewan,  Mr.  Shield  did  not  think* 
that  that  comparison  had  been  fair,  as 
the  leader  had  not  attempted  t3  an- 
alyse causes.  What  were  the  under- 
lying causes  of  the  increase  in  the 
public  debt?  The  railways,  irrigation 
and  other  projects  had  been  the  direct 
contributory  causes.  The  Province  had 
entered  the  year  1917  with  a  deficit  in 
revenue  of  $778,018  on  the  previous 
year's  budget.  In  the  years  interven- 
ing between  1917  and  the  end  of  1921 
expenditure  increased  by  $4,500,000 
yearly,  while  revenue  only  increased  by 
$3,500,000.  The  amount  added  to  the 
public  debt  during  these  five  years  tot- 
alled $28,831666,  despite  the  fact  that 
three  of  these  were  war  years  when 
borrowing  almost  ceased  except  for  war 
purposes.  In  addition,  the  net  indirect 
liability  of  the  Province  was  increased 
by  $11  314,517,  on  the  greatest  part  of 
which  the  Province  is  now  carrying  the 
interest  charges. 

During  the  five  years  of  this  present 
administration  a  net  reduction  had 
been  made  in  indirect  liabilities  of 
$4,759,320.  "These  are  the  reasons  why 
it  has  been  necessary  to  add  the  amount 
of  $2,525,163  to  revenue  collections  of 
1925  as  compared  with  the  revenue  of 
1920,"  said  Mr.  Shield.  "Of  this  new 
sum  $2,233,492  has  been  required  to 
meet  the  increase  in  public  debt  char- 
ges, the  increase  in  1920  and  1921  bor- 
rowings taking  $1,400,000  of  this 
amount." 

Mr.  Shield  analysed  the  revenue  and 
public  debt  charges  of  Alberta  and  Sas- 
katchewan in  the  years  1920  to  1926. 
In  1920,  revenue  in  Saskatchewan  was 
$9,903,885,  and  in  1926  $13,317,398,  an 
increase  of  $3,403,513;  in  the  same  per- 
iod public  debt  charges  increased  from 
$1,638,296  to  $2,379,318.61,  an  increase 
of  $741,022.  In  Alberta  in  1920,  income 
revenue  was  $9,005,862,  and  in  1926, 
$11,912,128,  an  increase  of  $2.906  266. 
Public  debt  'charges  were  $1,680,215  ai  d 
in  1926  $4,236,337,  an  increase  of 
$2,556122.  Capital  charges  incurred  in 
1920  and  1921  were  responsible  for 
$1,409,732  of  that  increase,  while  ex- 
penditures of  1922-23-24-25  accounted 
for  $1,146,340,  the  increase  of  the  five 
years  amounting  to  only  $150  000  more 
than  in  the  years  1920  and  1921.  Ordi- 
nary income  expenditure  in  1921 
amounted  to  $8,502,998,  while  in  1926 
it  was  $7,675,791,  a  reduction  of  $827,- 
207. 

CHARGES  DUE  TO 
COMMITMENTS  OF  1920-21 

Thus  it  would  be  seen  that  while  Sas- 
katchewan's revenue  increased  by 
$3,403,513,  her  public  debt  charges  only 
increased  $741,022,  leaving  that  Prov- 
ince $2,662  491  to  devote  to  public  ser- 
vices. In  Alberta,  however,  while  in- 
come revenue  had  increased  $2,906  266 
her  public  debt  on  account  of  the  com- 
mitments of  1920-21  had  also  increased 
$2,556,122,  leaving  only  the  small  sum 
of  $350,144  for  public  services.  "To  put 
it  another  way,"  said  Mr.  Shield,  "Sas- 
katchewan spends  17.86  cents  out  of 
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every  dollar  of  revenue  on  her  public 
debt,  -while  Alberta  had  to  spend  35.56, 
and  with  regard  to  expenditure,  18  08 
out  of  every  dollar  of  expenditure  in 
Saskatchewan  went  to  public  debt, 
while  of  the  total  expenditures  in  Al- 
berta, 36.61  was  accounted  for  by  pub- 
lic debt. 

Mr.  Shaw  had  quoted  figures  from 
the  budget  schedule  of  Saskatchewan 
in  making  comparisons  between  the 
income  derived  from  taxation  in  that 
Province  and  Alberta.  He  had  given 
the  percentage  for  Saskatchewan  at 
38.8108  and  that  for  Alberta  as  46  per 
cent.  Mr.  Shield,  using  the  same  sche 
dule,  made  the  percentage  for  Alberta 
31.05,  and  he  wondered  how  Mr.  Shaw 
had  arrived  at  his  figures.  Alberta  only 
had  three  sources  of  income  untapped 
by  Saskatchewan — gasoline,  amusement 
and  increment. 

Mr  Shaw  had  also  affirmed  that  tha 
balancing  of  Alberta's  budget  was  ficti- 
tious. While  in  all  Parliaments  this 
subject  was  a  prolific  source  of  debate, 
Mr.  Shield  argued  that  judged  by  tha 
standard  of  bookkeeping  practised  since 
Alberta  was  a  Province  this  Govern- 
ment had  not  only  balanced  its  budget 
but  had  provided  out  of  income  the  sum 
of  $150  000  of  expenditure  which  up 
until  1921  had  been  charged  to  capital. 

Summing  up.  the  member  for  Mac- 
leod  said  that  the  railway  burden  was 
by  far  the  Province's  heaviest  commit- 
ment, amounting  to  $35,000,000.  on 
which  interest  charges  had  to  be  found 
as  well  as  deficits  on  operation.  "No 
government."  he  contended,  "no  matter 
from  which  side  of  the  Assembly  it 
should  be  selected,  could  escape  the  re- 
sponsibility of  providmg  for  those  char- 
ges. I  sav,  therefore  that  the  Gov- 
ernment which  solves  the  railway  prob- 
lem will  also  solve  the  financial  prob- 
lem, but  it  is  certain  that  no  Govern- 
ment will  solve  the  financial  problem 
unless  and  until  it  solves  the  railway 
problem."  Mr  Sbield  ouoted  further 
fip-urec  to  show  that  Alberta  compared 
most  favorably  with  other  Provinces  in 
the  matter  of  sinking  funds. 
CM-^ARY  ALDERMAN 
DENIES  SHAW'S  CLAIMS 

Aid.  R.  H.  Parkyn.  Oalgary  (Labor), 
rose  to  flatly  deny  the  statement  that 
the  city  council  of  Calgary '  had  made 
such  successful  efforts  at  retrenchment 
and  that  there  had  been  no  complaints 
about  the  services  of  public  utilities 
made  by  Mr.  Shaw  in  the  afternoon.  He 
challenged  the  Liberal  leader  to  ^ay 
tJhat  in  the  districts  where  workers  in 
Oalgary  resided,  and  promised  that  he 
would  find  out  a  few  thinsrs  if  he  did 
so.  The  Labor  alderman  then  detailed 
services  which  he  claimed  were  not 
satisfactory  in  Calgary  from  the  view- 
point of  Labor.  Purchasing  power,  not 
economy,  was  needed.  Concluding  a 
brief  speech,  he  said  that  if  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  curtail  services  like  that  of 
workmen's  compensation  for  instance, 
in  order  to  have  a  balanced  budget,  he 
thought  the  budget  should  be  all  wed 
to  go. 

Col.  Weaver,  Edmonton  (Cons.),  said 
he  could  not  support  a  reduction  in 
taxation  as  long  as  the  public  debt  was 
increasing.  The  proper  thing  to  do 
was  to  begin  at  the  other  end  and  prac- 
tice economy.  There  should  be  no  ex- 
penditure unless  fullv  warranted.  Ed-< 
monton  had  successfully  concentrated 
on  the  cruestion  of  sinking  funds,  and 
he  urged  that  policy  on  the  Govern- 
ment. 


Hoadley  Presents 
Facts  and  Figures 
on  Public  Finances 

Hugh    Allen    of    Peace    River  Urges 
Necessity  for  Railway  Extensions 
in  the  North 


FRIDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  18.— Debate  on 
the  budget  has  developed  into  a  battle 
of  percentages,  in  which  the  law  of  at- 
trition is  bound  to  get  in  its  work 
sooner  or  later.  Already  it  has  been 
proved  conclusively  that  the  figures 
given  yesterday  were  miles  out.  No 
doubt  by  Monday  those  of  today  will  be 
declared  to  be  hopelessly  inadequate, 
and  the  question  will  be  whether  the 
laws  of  computation  or  the  computators 
will  be  first  to  hit  the  mat. 

George  Hoadley,  Minister  of  Agricul 
ture  and  Health,  led  the  field  at  three 
o'clock.    Mr.  Hoadley  was  mild — very 
mild — he  said  so.    He    himself  won- 
dered why,  with  all  the  provocation  re- 
ceived, he  didn't  jump  right  in  and  crack 
his  opponents'  heads  together.    But  he 
said  that  as  Minister  of  Health  it  was 
in  the  province  of  his  Department  to 
administer  charitable  institutions,  and 
he  was  going  for  this  time  to  extend  the 
principle  of  charity  to  all. 
ALLEN  URGES 
E.  D.  &  B.  C.  EXTENSIONS 

Hugh  Allen,  Peace  River  (U.  F.  A.), 
dealt  with  the  northern  railway  situa- 
tion, a  subject  near  to  his  heart.  "I 
think,"  he  said,  "the  Government  will 
make  a  serious  mistake  if  they  do  not 
go  on  with  the  suggested  extensions  to 
the  E.  D.  &  B.  C.  and  Central  Canada 
railways.  Apart  from  the  consideration 
of  whether  finances  would  be  better 
this  year  or  next  I  contend  that  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  attention  of  the 
agricultural  and  urban  population  of 
the  North  American  continent  has  been 
focussed  on  the  Peace  River  during  the 
last  few  months,  now  is  the  psychologi- 
cal moment  to  settle  up  Peace  River. 
Undoubtedly  that  settlement  will  go  on 
under  any  circumstances,  but  I  hope  the 
Government  will  not  fail  to  grasp  a 
great  opportunity  to  not  only  acceler- 
ate settlement  but  also  to  assist  in  the 
final  solution  of  the  railway  problems." 
DUGGAN  ON  YEARS 
OF  LIBERAL  BLUNDERING 

D.  M-  Duggan,  Edmonton  (Cons.), 
participated  in  the  contest  of  compari- 
sons. He  was  not  a  bit  complimentary 
to  his  Liberal  friends,  having  noted 
that  the  speeches  of  members  were 
mild  in  criticism  of  the  past.  "If  we 
are  going  to  assess  responsibility  for 
the  straitened  financial  position  of 
the  Province,  then  we  will  have  to  place 
that  responsibility  where  it  belongs," 
he  said,  slating  the  Liberals  for  what 
he  termed  mismanagement  and  disre- 
gard of  all  business  principles.  "These 
ai-e  the  factors,"  he  continued,  "and  it 
is  no  use  to  shut  our  eyes,  for  these 
years  of  Liberal  blundering  will  stand 
out  in  the  pages  of  history  of  this 
Province  for  all  time." 
HOADLEY  REGRETS  LACK 
OF  LIBERAL  SUGGESTIONS 

Mr.  Hoadley  said  he  had  lived  in  hope 
that  the  Liberal  leader  would  have 
something  to  suggest  in  the  way  of 
remedy  for  the  financial  betterment  of 
the  Province,  but  he  was  disappointed 


to  find  nothing  different  from  the  old 
party  comment  of  former  days.  The 
Minister  wondered  how  many  people 
were  seized  with  the  situation  in  a. 
large  part  of  the  Province,  the  dry 
area,  where  a  condition  existed  which 
had  had  a  tremendous  influence  on  the/ 
standing  of  the  Province  financially. 
The  total  debt  for  seed  grain  and  relief 
amounted  to  $3,561,606.95,  including 
interest. 

Mr.  Hoadley  praised  the  splendid 
work  of  the  Debt  Adjustment  Bureau, 
which  had  passed  through  its  hands  a 
total  during  1925  and  1926  business 
aggregating  $205,432.  He  read  letters 
of  approval  from  individuals  receiving 
the  services  of  the  bureau,  as  well  as 
corporations  and  banks. 

In  Mr.  Shaw's  comparisons  of  the 
sister  Province  of  Saskatchewan  and 
those  of  Alberta,  the  Minister  stated 
that  the  question  of  obligations  could 
not  be  avoided,  and  for  that  reason 
comparisons  based  on  an  inclusion  of 
the  commitments  for  utilities  in  one 
Province  only  could  not  show  a  fair  per 
capita  comparison  as  Saskatchewan  had 
no  railway  problem  and  only  a  small 
investment  in  telephones.  The  total 
bonded  debt  of  the  Province  of  Sas- 
katchewan was  $57,114,000,  a  per  cap- 
ita of  $75;  Alberta  bonded  debt,  $84,- 
469,000,  per  capita  $138  90.  Deducting 
the  telephone  debt  of  both  Provinces 
the  per  capita  was:  Saskatchewan 
61.5;  Alberta  102.2.  Deducting  the 
railway  commitments  brought  the  net 
debt  down  to  a  per  capita  of  61.5  for 
Saskatchewan  and  72.2  for  Alberta.  The 
population  of  Saskatchewan  was  761,- 
000  and  that  of  Alberta  608,000,  and 
the  Minister  contended  that  if  we  had 
the  same  population  as  Saskatchewan 
with  our  debt,  less  our  railways  and 
telephones,  we  would' have  a  per  capita 
of  57.58. 

"It  might  be  asked,"  said  the  Minis- 
ter, "by  what  right  we  take  away  the 
railways  and  telephones  from  the  com- 
parisons, and  we  answer:  because  the 
responsibility  for  the  commitments  to 
these  utilities  does  not  lie  at  the  door 

"OUR  BEST" 
Gopher  Poison 

The  following  is  an  actual  oc- 
currence, Dates,  Names  and  Loca- 
tion on  request: 

"We  took  a  can  of  'Our  Best' 
Gopher  Poison  and  mixed  it  ac- 
cording to  directions. 

"Two  of  us  then  took  this  grain 
and  walked  around  the  land  placing 
a  few  grains  wherever  we  thought 
were  likely  places,  such  as  holes,  etc. 

"In  the  first  hour  we  counted 
120  Dead  Gophers. 

"It  was  a  revelation  to  us  how 
quick  your  poison  acted,  the  Gopher 
no  sooner  had  the  grain  in  his 
mouth  than  he  tumbled  over  dead." 

SOLE  AGENTS  FOR  ALBERTA 

United  Grain  Growers 
Limited 
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of  this  Government,  and  whether  the 
original  intention  of  the  promoters  was 
good  or  had  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
railways  alone,  the  situation  was  such 
that  if  the  debt  was  calculated  outside 
these  two  charges  on  which  the  Gov- 
ernment repudiated  responsibility  it 
would  be  found  that  this  Government  is 
in  as  good  a  position  as  that  of  Sas- 
katchewan." 

The  railways  were  not  the  only  con- 
tributory causes  of  the  financial  diffi- 
culty. The  Cow  Bill  was  responsible 
for  $1,000,000  and  the  Lethbridge  Nor- 
thern, $1,500  000,  and  any  comparison 
without  considering  services  was  of  no 
effect.  One  dollar  in  every  three  re- 
ceived was  already  spoken  for  in  regard 
to  Alberta's  debt,  whereas  Saskatche- 
wan had  the  full  100  per  cent,  to  carrv 
on  administrative  functions.  Saskat- 
chewan's rural  population  was  com- 
pared with  that  of  Alberta,  and  their 
agricultural  wealth  contrasted,  showing 
a  bare  difference  of  $734,646  in  favor 
of  the  former.  "In  view  of  the  growing 
development  of  the  Province  and  the 
need  for  unity,  I  would  counsel  the 
member  for  Bow  Valley  not  to  say  any- 
thing for  political  reasons  which  would 
damn  the  Province  we  live  in  and  love." 
said  the  Minister. 
DUNNING'S  AND  GARDINER'S 
IDEAS  CONFLICT 

Charles  Dunning,  former  Premier  of 
Saskatchewan,  had  stated  in  a  speech 
at  Regina,,  referring  to  the  financial 
position  of  the  Province  of  Saskatche- 
wan, that  the  trend  of  expenditures  was 
upwards  while  the  trend  of  revenue  on 
land  and  property  values  was  station- 
ary, and  that  if  difficulty  in  the  future 
was  to  be  avoided  an  early  revision  of 
taxation  would  be  necessary.  Appar- 
ently, said  the  Minister,  Premier  Gard- 
iner's views  do  not  coincide  with  Mr. 
Dunning's.  He  considered  the  former's 
ideas  about  tax  reductions  as  merely  a 
political  gesture. 

With  regard  to  the  question:  "Where 
does  the  dollar  come  from?"  Mr.  Hoad- 
ley  analysed  the  percentages  of  the  two 
Provinces.  Saskatchewan  received 
24.87  from  the  Dominion,  while  the 
people  contributed  63.28.  In  Alberta 
the  Dominion  contributed  20.055  and  the 
people  53.379.  Saskatchewan  made  up 
the  rest  from  liquor,  while  Alberta's 
balance  was  also  accounted  for  by 
liquor  (16.297)  and  miscellaneous, 
10.269.  Comparing  Alberta's  revenue 
from  taxation  with  the  other  Provinces, 
Mr.  Hoadley  gave  the  result  as  Alberta, 
44.0;  Ontario,  57.4;  Manitoba,  56.2;  and 
Saskatchewan,  51.5,  and  stated  that 
these  wiere  statistical  facts  published 
by  the  Dominion  Bureau.  The  actual 
per  capita  of  the  Provinces  was  placed 
at  Manitoba,  8.19;  Ontario,  6.97;  Sas- 
katchewan, 7j87;  and  Alberta,  7.23.  In- 
creases of  taxation  in  the  Provinces 
were.  1925:  Ontario,  1.56;  B.  C,  1.76; 
Manitoba,  1.09;  Saskatchewan,  .73;  and 
Alberta,  51.  Provincial  taxation  on 
real  property  was  Manitoba  2.43;  Sas- 
katchewan, 4.06;  Alberta,  3.85;  and  B. 
C,  4.98. 

After  quoting  from  the  public  ac- 
counts for  1926,  going  over  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  different  Departments, 
contrasting  them  with  those  of  Saskat- 
chewan, Mr.  Hoadley  threw  his  spec- 
tacles on  the  desk,  exclaiming — "There 
are  the  figures,  Mr.  iSpeaker,  all  of 
which  are  in  favor  of  the  Province  of 
Alberta." 


Mr.  Hoadley  then  dealt  with  immigra- 
tion, accepting  the  suggestions  offered 
in  a  kindly  manner  by  Mr.  Irwin,  Cal- 
gary, the  Minister  stating  that  he  had 
had  those  very  ideas  under  consideration 
for  a  matter  of  two  years,  and  he  pro- 
duced a  copy  of  a  questionnaire  of  the 
type  suggested.  He  stated  that  an  ar- 
rangement had  been  attempted  with  the 
Dominion  Settlement  Board,  which  might 
materialize.  He  further  said  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Department  in  any  im- 
migration work  necessary  to  get  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  man  who  had  land  to 
sell  and  thus  avoid  the  speculative  ele- 
ment as  much  as  possible..  He  was  not 
condemning  the  real  estate  dealer  who 
worked  on  commission,  but  there  were 
some  who  secured  financial  interest  in 
land  for  the  purpose  of  resale,  and  the 
Minister  did  not  think  it  right  to  load 
the  settler  up  with  a  burden  of  impos- 
sible commitments. 

The  Minister  had  no  apology  to  offer 
for  the  increase  of  the  estimates  cover- 
ing his  own  Departments,  and  having 
enumerated  them  item  by  item  claimed 
that  they  were  fully  justified. 

REGRETS  NO  EXTENSIONS 
FOR  NORTHERN  RAILWAYS 

Hugh  Allen,  Peace  River,  regretted 
that  the  estimates  gave  no  promise  of 
extensions  to  the  northern  railways.  He 
questioned  the  wisdom  of  this,  as  there 
would  be  considerable  expenditures  ne- 
cessary in  any  case  for  reconditioning. 
Some  parts  of  the  line  had  been  buried 
and  had  had  to  be  resurrected.  He 
realized  the  burden  of  debt  due  to  the 
railways,  but  reminded  the  Assembly 
that  some  parts  of  the  lines  had  been 
profitable  and  were  becoming  more  so. 
The  extreme  ends  of  the  lines  were  the 
parts  where  traffic  was  heavy,  and  the 
extensions  suggested  ran  into  the  finest 
part  of  the  whole  country  from  a  pro- 
ductive basis. 

The  only  alternative  to  sale  as  a  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  was  a  natural  in- 
crease of  traffic,  and  no  amount  of  skil- 
ful management  nor  careful  financing 
could  bring  them  to  the  point  where  they 
would  meet  the  capital  charges,  which 
was  $395,000  a  year.  Only  volume  of 
traffic  could  do  that,  and  long  distances 
of  these  roads  were  unproductive  and  had 
to  be  carried  by  the  profitable  stretcher. 
The  extensions  into  the  profitable  sec- 
tions would  materially  assist  in  lifting 
the  burden. 

"Now  if  you  leave  things  as  they  are, 
development  will  go  on  slowly  until  in 
the  course  of  time  the  lines  will  stand  on 
their  own  feet.  On  the  other  hand,  if  by 
building  these  extensions  you  bring  into 
being  two  or  three  more  large  shipping 
points  you  will  cut  down  that  length  of 
time  to  a  very  considerable  extent,"  said 
Mr.  Allen.  He  contended  that  the  inter- 
est payment  on  the  bonds  at  present 
would  build  thirteen  miles  of  road,  and 
he  felt  that  construction  of  that  amount 
of  traffic  producing  road  would  compen- 
sate very  soon  for  such  expenditure. 
U.  F.  A.  GOVERNMENT 
ASSUMED  GREAT  BURDEN 

D.  M.  Duggan,  Edmonton,  after  refer- 
ring to  the  far-reaching  influence  of  a 
budget  speech,  said  that  he  found  with 
real  regret  that  instead  of  holding  down 
expenditures  we  were  making  a  demand 
for  additional  revenue  and  adding  an- 
other $5,000,000  to  our  public  debt,  with- 
out any  evidence  of  a  sufficient  in- 
crease in  population  to  warrant  this  ad- 
ditional burden.   While  there  was  evid- 


ence of  a  healthy  level  of  business,  as 
borne  witness  to  by  experts  from  Albert* 
to  the  United  States,  it  had  to  be  ad- 
mitted by  all,  he  contended,  that  we  had 
long  since  passed  the  point  where  the 
population  could  stand  any  increase  in 
taxation.  "In  reviewing  the  finances  of 
this  Province  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to 
say  that  when  the  Government  took  of- 
fice in  1921  they  assumed  a  tremendous 
task,  one  which  has  no  parallel  in  the 
history  of  the  administration  of  Cana- 
dian Provincial  affairs."  he  said. 
WHAT  ARE  THE 
MAIN  PROBLEMS? 

After  slating  the  previous  Liberal  ad- 
ministration, Mr.  Duggan  asked  what 
were  the  main  problems,  and  could  any 
suggestive  criticism  from  his  side,  made 
in  the  interest  of  good  government,  con- 
tribute in  any  way  to  their  solution.  He 
then  went  on  to  examine  the  revenue 
and  expenditures  of  the  Province  since 
1915,  taking  that  date  because  prior  to 
the  war  all  governments,  including  muni- 
cipal, all  corporations  and  individuals, 
appeared  to  be  carried  away  by  a  boom 
and  were  influenced  by  fictitious  values. 
Since  the  war,  most  individuals  and  some 
governing  bodies  had  adjusted  them- 
selves to  the  new  condition  brought  about 
by  the  war,  but  we  found,  he  said,  that 
this  Province  had  continued  to  impo.se 
new  taxes  and  to  spend  money  without 
regard  to  the  ability  of  the  people  to  pay. 
Mr.  Duggan  maintained  that  the  current 
revenue  of  this  Province  from  1915  to 
1920  had  an  increase  of  117.32  per  cent, 
as  compared  with  Saskatchewan's  in- 
crease, 97.09  per  cent.,  and  Manitoba's 
decrease  of  4.4  per  cent.  In  the  same 
period  the  joint  cities  of  Calgary  and 
Edmonton  had  an  increase  of  1.2  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Duggan  took  the  expenditures,  this 
time  going  over  the  years  1906  up  to  the 
estimates  for  1927.  Dealing  with  con- 
trollable expenditures,  he  gave  his  ver- 
sion of  the  per  capita  costs.  1906,  $6.89; 
1911,  $8.11;  1916,  $10.08;  1921,  $18.02; 
1926.  $19.57;  and  1927  estimates,  $20.53. 

The  per  capita  bonded  debt,  including 
telephones:  1911,  $5.34;  1916,  $57.67~ 
1921,  $97.65;  1923,  $139.02,  and  estim 
ates,  1927,  $149.09. 

Mr.  Duggan,  like  those  who  precede 
him  in  the  debate,  hunted  around  to  fin 
out  where  the  dollar  came  from.  He  gav 
a  list  of  all  the  sources  of  new  revenu 
which  had  been  tapped  since  1918.  FL 
teen  of  these  had  been  offset  by  new  ex 
penditures,  two  had  been  partially  of 
set,  while  the  balance  was  what  h 
termed  "velvet". 

The  member  dealt  next  with  the  con 
solidated  surplus  or  deficit  account,  star 
ing  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  assist 
ance  received  from  the  liquor  busines. 
since  1919  the  net  deficit  would  have 
been  $15,000,000.  He  was  emphatic  that 
if  the  same  rate  of  increase  in  fixed 
charges  was  maintained,  it  would  not  be 
many  years  before  these  fixed  charges 
would  have  swallowed  up  the  total  reve 
nue,  unless  new  taxation  was  added  ii 
the  same  ratio. 

Mr.  Duggan  wanted  a  virile  policy  o 
immigration  and  colonization.  He  deal 
with  the  sinking  fund,  savings  certifi 
cates,  stating  in  regard  to  the  latter  tha 
he  saw  no  reason  for  the  payment  o 
such  a  high  rate  of  interest,  as  4%  pe; 
cent.  Other  Provinces  were  paying 
per  cent.  He  adjourned  the  debate  and 
will  resume  Monday.  The  Assembly 
thereafter  dealt  with  a  number  of  bills. 


<^j^>  Market  Kkaminbh  0*l«*ht 


